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NEW OFFICE NUMBER
Please note that GSLA has a new office number: (385) 313-0608.
We are checking the line regularly so if you have a question or comment, give us a call, leave us a
message and we will get back to you!

Peregrine Watch 2014

By Heather Dove
A pair of peregrines has once again taken up housekeeping at the nesting box located on the northeast
corner of the Joseph Smith Memorial Building in downtown Salt Lake City. Bob Walters, DWR’s
Watchable Wildlife Coordinator reports that the webcams are up and running. As of 3:45 p.m. on April
14th, there are three eggs in the nest. While there are no guarantees, hatching should occur sometime
around May 16th or 17th. This year’s brood should begin their first attempts at flight sometime around
June 22nd.
basin and
range
june 14th, 15th
at Bear Lake
Campground
See the insert for
details.

“HellWeek” (Bob’s term) is the 2-3 week period from the end of June to mid-July when teams of volunteers monitor the fledglings as they leave the nest and learn to fly. Bob will host a Watchable Wildlife Program field trip below the Joseph Smith Memorial Building nest box about a week in advance
of the beginning of HellWeek, probably around June 17th. This field trip will also serve as training for
first-time Salt Lake City Peregrine Falcon Watchpost/Rescue Team members. If you are interested in
participating, keep checking the DWR Calendar at www.wildlife.utah.gov for the exact date.
In the meantime, you can tune in to the two webcams that broadcast live images of the nest, around the
clock. Go to http://wildlife.utah.gov/learn-more/peregrine-cam.html and start watching this fascinating
yearly ritual.

Birds ‘n Bites programs
Join us at the Tracy Aviary Education Building on the third Tuesday of the month. Enter Liberty Park at 600 East and
900 South, go west then south until you come to the Tracy Aviary. Doors open at 6:30 for refreshments, the announcements and programs begin at 7pm. All interested people are welcome and encouraged to attend. Admission is free.
May 20th, Live birds, ice cream!!!
It’s a jungle out there! Join us for our last program of the season (to resume again in September) as we present a tropical
bird show with live birds, presented by Tracy Aviary. Bring the kiddies to enjoy the birds, ice cream and treats. See you
there!
From Cornell Lab of Ornithology: We can scarcely keep up with all the developments at Bird Cams—
especially our TWO new owl cams: a Barn Owl in Texas and a Wild Birds Unlimited Barred Owl cam in Indiana. Plus,
the Cornell hawks are incubating three eggs, a Great Blue Heron has returned to the pond, and Kaloakulua, the young
Laysan Albatross, is starting to show her first white feathers. Watch the cams.
Benefits Reminder to National Audubon Society Members: New National Audubon Society (NAS) members will
receive The Pelican free as a courtesy, as part of their first
year membership. Thereafter, should renewing NAS members wish to continue to receive The Pelican either in paper
form or electronically, they will need to join GSLA. All other
benefits such as participation in field trips, bird counts, general meetings, legislative representation, will continue to be
granted to all NAS members.
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Mission Statement: Great Salt Lake Audubon is
dedicated to protecting and enhancing habitat for
wild birds, animals and plants, and to maintaining
healthy and diverse environments for wildlife and
people throughout the state.
GREAT SALT LAKE AUDUBON DIRECTORY
www.greatsaltlakeaudubon.org

OFFICE

152 W. Burton, Suite J, SLC, Utah • (385) 313-0608
Send correspondence to P. O. Box 520867, SLC, UT 84152-0867

OFFICERS

President, Heather Dove.......................................801-424-0010
Vice President, Ray Smith....................................801-532-7384
Secretary, Nancy Howard.....................................801-487-4925
Treasurers, Janet and Guy Frost.........................801-277-5138
Past President, Heather Dove.............................801-424-0010

GSLA has a new phone number 385-313-0608. Thanks to
David Druker who was able to set up Google Voice, a free
service that will save about $120.00 per year as well as
have phone messages monitored daily.
The City Main Library contacted Ray Smith about GSLA
giving a presentation on John J. Audubon for the Adult
Summer Reading Program. Our board member Jenn
Waterhouse will give the presentation August 7, 2014 at
7:00pm at the Downtown Library.
Welcome to our new Conservation Committee member,
Jake Schipaanboord. He will work with other Conservation committee members reviewing environmental and
conservation issues, contribute to comment letters and
other Utah conservation issues.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Conservation Committee submitted comments on the
State’s proposal to set aside $2M to hire a lobbyist to fight
for endangered status for Greater Sage-Grouse. And also
submitted preliminary comments on proposed project to
drill 640 new oil and gas wells south of Strawberry River
between Strawberry and Starvation reservoirs in Duschene
County.

COMMMITTEE CHAIRS

Ray Smith and Jeanne LeBer have put together a terrific
program for our annual weekend Basin and Range seminar June 14 and 15. Look for the brochure in this issue for
details. It promises to be a lot of fun as well as educational—Kids are welcome.

Term Ending 2016
Alex Hoppus.........................................................801-688-3571
Term Ending 2015
Ty Harrison...........................................................801-255-3167
Jennie Burns.........................................................801-657-9694
Jenn Waterhouse...................................................801-369-3603
Term Ending 2014
Nancy Sakahara....................................................801-487-4025
Newsletter Editor, Nancy Sakahara......................801-487-4025
Public Outreach, Nancy Howard..........................801-487-4925
Volunteers, Jaimi Butler........................................801-832-2308
Field Trips, Sylvia Gray........................................801-532-3486
Field Trips, Deedee O’Brien.................................801-272-8060
Fundraising, Jennie Burns....................................801-657-9694
Hospitality, Darlea & Bob Stack..........................801-487-3792
JRMBR Manager, Karri Smith.............................801-833-9029
Membership, Heather Dove .................................801-424-0010
Programs, Jennie Burns........................................801-657-9694
Publicity, Rollie and Martha Westman..............1-651-308-2717
Conservation, Janice Gardner.....................................................
Restoration, Karri Smith......................................801-833-9029
Website, Heather Dove & David Druker..............801-424-0010
Submission Guidelines: Original articles and photos are
welcomed. The editor reserves the right to choose and edit as
needed. Email articles to newsletter@greatsaltlakeaudubon.org.
The Pelican is published 6 times a year. Submission deadline for
the May/June 2014 issue is June 10, 2014.

Joyfully, spring is here. Good Birding to all.

Online Donation Link On Our Website
We have added a DONATION link at the bottom
of the homepage of our website, www.greatsaltlakeaudubon.org. Consider using this easy feature to
make a donation. GSLA appreciates all gifts, large
and small. Thanks!!!
Thanks!!

GSLA thanks the voters of Salt Lake
County for their support of the Zoo,
Arts & Parks program.
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don’t miss the
GREAT SALT LAKE BIRD FESTIVAL
May 15-19th Good field trips are still available
Information at: www.greatsaltlakebirdfest.com

Urban Bird Festival at the
TRACY AVIARY
Saturday May 10th, 9 am to 8 pm
Get ready to celebrate birds like never before! This allday festival features tons of local vendors, a day packed
with activities, food on-site, and opportunities to learn
and explore the birds and environment around you. We’re
open late for extra fun, workshops, and lectures to make
this an exciting day for all ages.

Photo and article by Karri Smith

What’s Happening
at the Jordan River Migratory
Bird Reserve !!
Spring is in the air at the Jordan River Migratory Bird
Reserve and the beneficial Beaver is helping to provide
prime open water nesting habitat !
Many Canada Geese are hunkered down on feather lined
ground nests next to the Beaver ponds as well as numerous pairs of Wilson’s Snipe and various ducks. Widgeons, Green-winged Teal, Cinnamon Teal, and Mallards
are abundantly feeding on reserve aquatic vegetation and
organisms supported by the enhanced Beaver hydrology.
A Killdeer lies low on a new nest among the gravel and
soils of an upland area while a young Belted Kingfisher
peers from an old dead tree snag into Willow Creek for a
meal of fresh fish.

The 3rd Annual Yampa Valley
Crane Festival will take place Sept. 12 – 15,

2014 in Steamboat Springs and Hayden, Colorado. It
will feature four days of free events including daily crane
viewings, nature and bird walks, expert speakers, films, a
bird art show, workshops, children’s and family activities,
and more. Ted Floyd, editor of Birding magazine and Dr.
Richard Beilfuss, President and CEO of the International
Crane Foundation will be two of the featured speakers.

With beautiful fall weather and hundreds of Greater
Sandhill Cranes staging in the Yampa Valley before
migrating south, September is a perfect time for a visit to
Northwest Colorado.
Please visit www.coloradocranes.org for a complete
festival schedule or our Facebook page https://www.
facebook.com/YampaValleyCraneFestival Questions?
Email coloradocranes@gmail.com
may/june

Riparian plantings installed by the new Restoration
Team during last fall and winter are beginning to bud
and produce new sprouts and leaves. Willow sprouts
along Willow Creek are spreading all along the channel
creating a wider riparian corridor to support nesting and
feeding resident and migratory neo-tropical birds.
With new management, Great Salt Lake Audubon is
engaging in many exciting new restoration projects on
the reserve which require financial assistance. We are
working hard to apply for grants but also need dedicated
member support.
Please Consider making a Special TaxDeductible Contribution or Annuity
Gift to the Jordan River Migratory Bird
Reserve !!
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Great Salt Lake Audubon, www.greatsaltlakeaudubon.org
(385) 313-0608
Calendar of Events including Field Trips for May/June 2014
Beginning birders, new members and
nonmembers are always welcome.
We encourage carpooling on our field trips. Contributions
towards gas money is appreciated. Be sure to call the
field trip leader to confirm that arrangements are still as
published.
***** PLEASE NOTE: EXPECT FIELD TRIPS TO
LEAVE ON TIME, SO ARRIVE 5-10 MINUTES
EARLY TO ARRANGE CARPOOLS. *****
Physical Difficulty:
EASY - little or no walking, smooth paths.
MODERATE - 1 mile or more, possible rough terrain.
DIFFICULT - extensive walking which could include
rough terrain and significant changes in altitude.
Despite our best efforts, ratings for the field trips are
still somewhat subjective. Please consult with the leaders.

.

Wednesday, May 7th, 8am - Moderate
MOUNTAIN DELL REC AREA, PARLEY’S CANYON
Leader: Allene Keller
Come and join us for our monthly bird survey. May
should be a good month to see a variety of birds as the
Spring migrants are beginning to return. Ospreys and
Red-tailed Hawks are already nesting. We’ll meet by 8am
in the parking lot just west of REI on 33rd South and
3285 East for a morning of birding. Call Allene (801467-3960) if you plan to attend.
Thursday, May 8th
OWLING in the CANYON – Moderate/Difficult
Leader: Bryant Olsen
Join us for an evening of Owling in the Wasatch. Contact
Bryant Olsen at bryant_olsen@yahoo.com or 801-4980362 to sign up and for more info. Group size is limited.

Friday, May 9th to Sunday, May 11th
LYTLE RANCH, WASHINGTON COUNTY – Easy/
Moderate
Leader: Dave Hanscom
Departure at 6am on Friday morning, with a couple of
stops en route to St. George (Oak Grove and Red Cliffs
Campground). Cox Park, Spring Pond, and Tonaquint
Park are on the agenda for late day. We’ll stay in motels
(everyone is responsible for their own accomodations)
and drive to the ranch early Saturday morning, checking for desert species along the way, then stop at Gunlock and Ivins reservoirs on the way back to town. Up
early on Sunday morning to bird at Washington Fields,
4

Sand Hollow, Grandpa’s Pond, and other spots before
heading home. This trip is limited to 15 people (4-5 cars
only). Call Dave at 801-550-1777 or email hanscom@
cs.utah.edu to register and for more information.
Saturday May 10th, 9am to 8pm
Urban Bird Festival at the TRACY AVIARY
  
May 15-19th GREAT SALT LAKE BIRD FESTIVAL
Information at: www.greatsaltlakebirdfest.com
Good field trips still available
May 20th – GSLA Monthly Meeting 7pm
Education Center, Tracy Aviary- live tropical bird show
589 East 1300 South, Enter Liberty Park from 9th South
and 6th East
Sunday May 25th, 8am
BOUNTIFUL POND – Easy
Leader: Stephanie Greenwood
Meet in the Southeast corner of the Shopko parking lot in
Sugarhouse at 8am and carpool to Bountiful Pond. With
Spring migration in full swing, we’ll check out this increasingly popular hotspot for migrating passerines and
nesting residents. We’ll circumnavigate the pond checking
trees and brush for sparrows and flycatchers, and scope on
the water for grebes and terns. Birds that have been seen at
this time of year at the pond include: Bullock’s Oriole, Yellow Warbler, Lazuli Bunting, Western Kingbird, Caspian
Tern, Forster’s Tern, Franklin’s Gull, Gray Flycatcher,
Snowy Egret and more. Mosquitoes may be thick, be
prepared with appropriate clothing. For more information
you can call Stephanie at (801) 425-4513 or email her at
cheffsta@yahoo.com
Wednesday, May 28th, 7am – noon OR longer
FARMINGTON BAY PLUS - Easy
Leader: Bryant Olsen
Meet in SE corner of the ShopKo parking lot in Sugarhouse by 7am to carpool OR meet at 7:30am at the GSL
Nature Center on Glover Lane in Farmington (I-15 exit
319 in Centerville, then Frontage Rd north 4 miles to
Glover Lane overpass OR I-15 exit 322 in Farmington,
then backtrack 2 blocks on Frontage Rd to the overpass
Afternoon Birding Option: After birding “The Bay”
for the morning, anyone interested can continue birding
northward with Bryant. Destinations will likely be Kaysville Ponds or Antelope Island depending on what birds
are being seen.
Call or email Bryant if you plan to attend. (801-498-0362;
Bryant_olsen@yahoo.com)
The Pelican

Great Salt Lake Audubon, www.greatsaltlakeaudubon.org
(385) 313-0608
Calendar of Events including Field Trips for May/June 2014
Saturday, May 31st, 7am - 2pm EASY
Restoration Site in Fairfield and Powell Lake, Lehi
Leader: Darwin Bundy
Darwin has a passion for the environment and has spent 20
years transforming his land (161 acres) from an overgrazed
state to a place of diverse habitats using native trees, bushes
and grasses. As a consequence many birds and other animals
find this a welcoming place. After spending time here we
will drive back to Lehi with Darwin and tour the wetlands
known locally as Powell Lake.
We will meet in the south-east corner of the Sugarhouse
Shopko parking lot in SLC by 7am for carpooling. Bring
water and lunch. Contact person for this trip is Sylvia Gray
(801-532-3486)

Saturday, June 21st 7:30am/8am
JEREMY RANCH ROAD, EAST CANYON – Moderate

Leader: Nate Brown
Join us for a walk along the dirt road from Jeremy Ranch
toward East Canyon which follows a stream lined with willow. Each year the morning fresh air and the scenery are a
delight. Over the years common species seen are Gray Catbirds, Willow Flycatchers, American Dippers, Belted Kingfishers and a variety of Raptors. Swallows, hummingbirds,
warblers and woodpeckers are also regulars. Children and
families are welcome - bring a scope if you have one.

Meet by 7:30am in the parking lot just west of REI on
33rd South and 3285 East for carpooling OR take I-80
to Exit Jeremy Ranch. Turn north (left under I-80). Turn
left/west onto frontage Rasmussen Road. Continue to
Wednesday, June 4th, 7:30am - Moderate
the round-about and turn right on Jeremy Road towards
MOUNTAIN DELL REC AREA, PARLEY’S CANYON the country club and follow the golf course on your right
Leader: Allene Keller
through the neighborhood. Where the canyon starts and the
Come and join us for our monthly bird survey. Our summer road turns to dirt, park on the side. Meet at 8am. Contact
visitors will be here so come and help us find them. We’ll
Nate Brown (970-978-1804 or natebrown3@hotmail.com
meet by 7:30am in the parking lot just west of REI on 33rd if you can attend or have questions.
South and 3285 East for a morning of birding. Call Allene
(801- 467-3960) if you plan to attend.
Wednesday, June 25th, 7am – noon OR longer
FARMINGTON BAY PLUS - Easy
Thursday, June 5th
Leader: Bryant Olsen
OWLING in the CANYON – Moderate/Difficult
See description for May 28th trip.
Leader: Bryant Olsen

Join us for an evening of Owling in the Wasatch. Contact
Friday, June 27th, 7:45am – EASY
Bryant Olsen at bryant_olsen@yahoo.com or 801-498-0362 JOHNSON MILL at MIDWAY plus HEBER
to sign up and for more info. Group size is limited.
Leader: Deedee O’Brien
We will be visiting our long time friend, Charlene Johnson,
Saturday, June 7th, 8am - Moderate
and walking the grounds of Johnson Mill which is adjacent
BLUEBIRD BOXES IN STRAWBERRY VALLEY
to the Provo River, for a couple of hours. Then we’ll head
Leaders: Jeanne LeBer and Ray Smith
to Heber to look for Bobolinks. Bring water, snacks, etc.
Please join us. We will meet at 8am in the South-east corner We’ll meet by 7:45am in the parking lot just west of REI on
of the Shopko Parking lot in Sugarhouse or 9:15am at the
33rd South and 3285 East for a morning of birding.
Strawberry Valley Visitor Center. The morning will be spent Call Deedee (801-272-8060) for more information or to let
checking the boxes and recording the species using each
her know you’ll be there.
box, and if there are eggs or young birds. It’s very exciting – you never quite know what you are going to find!
Saturday, June 28th, 6am
Afterwards we will gather for lunch. Please bring your own RICH COUNTY - Moderate
sandwich; GSLA will provide cold drinks. Call Jeanne or
Leader: Bryant Olsen
Ray at 801-532-7384 if you have questions or to let them
Details are on the next page.
know you’ll be there.
Saturday/Sunday, June 14th, 15th
BASIN AND RANGE at Bear Lake Campground
(See details in the inserted brochure)
may/june
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Saturday, June 28th, 6am
RICH COUNTY - Moderate
Leader: Bryant Olsen
Join us as we bird portions of Rich County which have
some of the best birding in the state with species that
are often hard to get elsewhere. We will meet just west
of REI on 33rd South and 3285 East at 6am, then take
I-80 east to Evanstown WY and head north. Places we
will visit include Woodruff Narrows reservoir, public
portions of Deseret Ranch, the “meadows” area east of
Randolf, the road over Monte Cristo, and if time and
interest permit, some areas along the north fork of the
Ogden River near Pineview Reservoir. Contact Bryant
Olsen at bryant_olsen@yahoo.com or 801-498-0362 for
more info or to sign up. Note this will be an all day trip
from 6am to dark so bring water and snacks.

LOOKING AHEAD
Wednesday, July 2nd, 7:00am- Moderate
MOUNTAIN DELL REC AREA, PARLEY’S CANYON
Leader: John Middleton
Come and join us for our monthly bird survey. Last
year we saw 39 species in July. We’ll meet by 7am in
the parking lot just west of REI on 33rd South and 3285
East for a morning of birding. Call John (801-322-2171)
if you plan to attend.
Saturday, July 13th
BRIGHTON BIRD COUNT
Leaders: Jeanne LeBer and Ray Smith
Details will be in the next newsletter.
Note: Wasatch Audubon offers bird walks every
Wednesday. We are always welcome to attend. To find
out their schedule and meeting place, check their website at www.wasatchaudubon.org.

Register Now for the July 14-16th Workshop on
State Wildlife Action Plans
Hello to those interested in State Wildlife Action Plans,
reserve your room now for the National State Wildlife
Action Plan Workshop in St. Louis, July 14- 16.
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/FishandWildlife14

Two Positions Available with
American Bird Conservancy
“Bringing Back the Birds” Campaign Director: American Bird Conservancy (ABC) is seeking a dynamic, entrepreneurial leader to build and manage its new, hemispheric
migratory bird campaign. The Director will spearhead the
development and implementation of conservation programs
for the highest priority birds in the United States to ensure
these species are protected both in the US and internationally. The Director will work collaboratively with a wide
array of organizations and experts and will serve as the lead
public spokesperson for the program. Application Deadline
is: April 30, 2014. For more information and details on how
to apply see http://www.abcbirds.org/aboutabc/vacancies/
mig_bird_campaign_director.html
American Bird Conservancy Science Coordinator – East
Gulf Coastal Plain Joint Venture: This is a full-time,
two-year term position on behalf of the East Gulf Coastal
Plain Joint Venture (EGCPJV). Pending the securement of
additional funding, it is intended that the position will be
extended beyond two years. The Science Coordinator will
play a lead role in facilitating and supporting the technical
activities of the EGCPJV (www.egcpjv.org). Preferred duty
location will occur within the EGCPJV geography. See for
more information and details on how to apply. http://www.
abcbirds.org/aboutabc/vacancies/EGCPJV_Science_Coordinator.html

Seeking Volunteers
The Membership Committee is seeking a volunteer to help
with maintaining membership records. This individual
should have good organizational skills, a working
knowledge of Word, Excel, and Email, and be good at
focusing on detail. If you are interested to learn this job
and help out with this vital component of the organization,
contact Heather Dove, 801-424-0010 or membership@
greatsatlakeaudubon.org
We are also seeking a dedicated person to serve as Secretary
The Secretary attends the monthly board meetings and
writes a short report for the newsletter and membership.
Interested individuals are invited to attend the board
meetings.
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News from the Bear river Migratory Bird Refuge

Zhiwen Xu, the winner of the Utah Jr. Duck Stamp 2014.
Zhiwen Xu, aged 13, won Best of Show at the 2014 Utah Junior Duck Stamp Contest with her male mallard in flight
created with a mixed media of prisma, airbrush, pastel, and guache. From Logan, Utah, Zhiwen’s art was entered into
the Federal Junior Duck Stamp Contest in Washington, D.C. where it will be judged April 18 at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service National Conservation Training Center, Shepherdstown, W. Virginia.
The Awards Ceremony will be held at the Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, May 10, where Zhiwen will be recognized
as the one of the younger winners of the Utah Junior Duck Stamp Contest. Zhiwen has a love for wildlife and studies art
with Julie Le Fevre of Sunshine Art School, Logan, Utah.
A group of keen-eyed judges representing the art world included an accomplished photographer, two wildlife artists,
an expert birder, and a Federal Duck Stamp artist from Utah. Judges commented that her entry reflected a high level of
attention to anatomical detail, creative expression, and use of color.
Students from kindergarten through twelfth grade are encouraged each year to enter their artistic renditions of North
American waterfowl into the contest. Information on the National Junior Duck Stamp contest can be found at http://
www.fws.gov/juniorduck/ and Utah Junior Duck Stamp contest at http://www.fws.gov/bearriver/.
A great way to learn about waterfowl and other water birds is to participate in a Bear River Refuge’s upcoming FREE
guided tours with Refuge Naturalists, Saturdays @ 10:00 a.m. beginning May 25 through September 30, 2014. Seating is
limited so make reservations early!
For updates on events and Refuge conditions, please visit the refuge web site at: http://www.fws.gov/refuge/bear_river_
migratory_bird_refuge/ . Call 435-734-6422 for more information. Follow the Refuge on Facebook for further updates.
The James V. Hansen Wildlife Education Center is located at 2155 W. Forest Street, 1/4 mile west of I-15 at Exit 363.
May/june

7

non-profit org.
u.s.postage paid
salt lake city, ut
permit no. 2871

the pelican

Great Salt Lake Audubon
PO Box 520867
Salt Lake City, UT 84152-0867

address service requested

great salt lake audubon
(Local Membership Only)

Please enroll me as a member of GSLA. My membership fee
of $30.00 includes a 1-year subscription to The Pelican.
Please clip and send your application and check to:

great salt lake audubon
p.o.box 520867
salt lake city, ut 84152-0867

Name_____________________________________________
Street_____________________________________________
City

____________________________________________

State______________ZIP +4__________________________
Email_____________________________________________
Phone______________________Today’s Date____________
If you would prefer to receive The Pelican electronically,
please make sure you have provided us with your email address
and check this box ____ . Great Salt Lake Audubon does not
share your information with any other organizations.
Member fee $_____ + Donation $_____ = Total $________
Local membership does NOT include Audubon Magazine

national audubon society

Please enroll me as a member of National Audubon Society.
Please send Audubon Magazine and my membership card to the
address below:
___My check for $25.00 is enclosed. (Introductory price only)
Please clip and send your application and check to:

National Audubon Society Membership Services
P.O. Box 422250
Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250

Name_____________________________________________
Street_____________________________________________
City

_____________________________________________

State______________ZIP +4___________________________
Email______________________________________________
Phone_______________________Today’s Date____________
__Check here if you prefer your free 1st year of THE pelican
electronically and provide us with your email address
Official use
only C0ZW500Z

National renewals are now
handled directly through NAS
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