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GENERAL MEETING: May 19th WORMS!!!
UPCOMING highlights
see pages 4,5,6 for details!!
Friday May 1st -Sunday May 3rd
LYTLE RANCH, WASHINGTON COUNTY
Leader: Dave Hanscom
Saturday May 9th – Sunday May 10th
50th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
FISH SPRINGS NWR
Thursday May 14th –Monday May 18th
GREAT SALT LAKE BIRD FESTIVAL
Saturday June 6th – Sunday June 7th
27th Annual BASIN AND RANGE
Saturday June 6th, 8am
BLUEBIRD NESTING BOXES IN
STRAWBERRY VALLEY
Leaders: Jeanne LeBer and Ray Smith
Saturday June 13th, 6am until Evening
WETLANDS OF RANDOLPH - RICH COUNTY – A Full Day Birding Extravaganza
Leaders: Steve and Cindy Sommerfeld; Paul
Higgins
Saturday July 11th from 8am to noon
Brighton Bird Count
Leaders: Jeanne Le Ber and Ray Smith

By Jennifer Hajj
Come celebrate the underdogs of the
garden with Great Salt Lake Audubon
and Wasatch Community Gardens. We’ll
start with an ice cream social (complete with
gummy worms and crushed oreos, so your
treat will resemble worm habitat) and end with
a program from Laura Judd, Youth Programs
Director at Wasatch Community Gardens for this
intriguing presentation on the benefits of vermiculture.
Live worms will be featured in this unique presentation. All ages are welcome.
If you have not joined us for a General Meeting, we hope you
will. It’s a chance to learn about all sorts of interesting things. We
schedule programs by local experts just for you. Our mission is
to protect and enhance habitat for wild plants and animals, and to
maintain healthy ecosystems for wildlife and people. Our general
meetings feature guest speakers who can give you ideas on how you
can personally embrace this mission in your day to day life.
GSLA programs are held at the Sugarhouse Garden Center, in the
NE corner of Sugarhouse park. Enter from 2100 South, just west of
Highland High School. Doors open at 6:45 and the program runs
from 7:00 pm to approximately 8:00 pm. We have refreshments, it’s
FREE, and everyone is invited to join.
So, mark your calendars! General meetings are held on the third
Tuesday in every month, from September through May (excluding
December). We’d love to see you at the next General Meeting.

don’t forget to vote!!!!!!!!
See ballot on page 7
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Jen Hajj, GSLA President
Hello, Feathered Friends!
I don’t know about you, but I am just aching for spring.
You have to understand, I grew up in Arizona, and am
a desert rat at heart. I grew tired of the cold back in
December. With each passing week, I have been staring
at the bare tree limbs, looking for the first buds to emerge.
And lo and behold, it has happened. The trees are starting
to look like they are rimmed in day-glo green. This is my
season.
And it’s not just the trees. New waves of shorebirds
appear at my favorite haunts. Avocets and Stilts
are here, wading in the shallows and snatching up
macroinvertebrates. Different varieties of ducks in their
dapper best, hope to impress the drab ladies enough to
ensure a crop of ducklings. Frogs are singing, a chorus
of comb harmonicas in the reeds. The peregrine falcon
web cam is up and running again (wildlife.utah.gov/
peregrine) and the parents are active. And, morbid as it
seems, the true sign of spring is the return of the Turkey
Vultures, rocking and rolling on the wind, searching for
the unfortunate.
You can see them all. Great Salt Lake Audubon sponsors
so many wonderful field trips to diverse locations. Come
to a class and learn more about the birds in Utah, and
where to find them. Join us at a monthly meeting and the
birding classes.
Celebrate with us!
Jen
The picture quiz in the March/April edition of the Pelican
was of a Great Horned Owl, photographed at Garr Ranch
on Antelope Island

What bird is
this?
Answer in next
issue.
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Board Meeting Highlights
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BRUCE’S BLOG:

By Bruce Heath, Executive Director

By Arne Hultquist, Secretary

Potassium, Pelicans, Thomas Friedman

Spring brings change to our environment and also to the
Board of the GSLA. Several Board members will be
stepping down in June and new Board members are being solicited by the organization. Prospective new Board
members attended the last few Board meetings. Please
support the candidates in this issue of the Pelican. The
Board is still looking for a secretary to replace myself. If
you or anyone related to the GSLA is interested in making
a difference, please contact Heather or any current Board
Member. Our Chapter is also searching for a new office,
as the building where our current office is located, is due
to be demolished shortly. If you know of any office space
that might be amenable to us please contact any Board
member.

Aahhh, Spring! Birds chattering in blossoming trees,
warm little breeze, flowers blooming, hope arising.

Long-term management of the restoration project has been
a major topic at the last two Board meetings. Our Executive Director has been working extensively with Keith and
the Restoration Committee on a long term agreement with
the USFWS that should be ratified soon. As stated earlier,
it is spring and there is considerable work to be done that
the Board and the Committee would like to get started.
The Jordan River has also been the subject of deliberation
for the conservation committee and the Executive Director.
Bruce is performing admirably as GSLA’s representative
in the Envision Utah Jordan River planning process. The
Conservation Committee agreed to sign with National
Audubon on their comment letter that generally supported
the State of Utah Division of Water Quality Jordan River
Total Maximum Daily Load proposal.
The annual planning meeting will be on April 26 from 1:00
to 4:00 at the Hawk Watch offices. Any and all interested
GSLA members are encouraged to participate. We have
also tentatively scheduled a strategic planning meeting in
September.
The conservation issues associated with the GSL Minerals
expansion are still weighing heavily on the minds of Board
members and we continue to work with the environmental
community and regulatory authorities to protect the Great
Salt Lake Ecosystem. Several recent actions by regulatory authorities and the judicial system have occurred in
the last few months and since the last Board meetings.
GSLA members should stay informed through the local
media and web sites on these continuing developments.
The Board will continue to monitor and comment on these
issues.
MAy/JUNE

On a field trip to Kennecott’s mitigation Inland Sea
Shorebird Preserve, 3700 protected acres, we saw
avocets, grebes, phalaropes, curlews. For us: recreation,
reconnecting with nature, awareness and education; but, a
home and survival for 120,000 birds and 100 species.
Great Salt Lake Minerals produces an economically
important mineral, potassium sulfate, from GSL saline
water in huge evaporation ponds. They want to expand
the ponds and their canal to insure a constant flow of water
to them. “Friends of GSL” says the net effect would be to
drop the lake level to 4,188 feet, three feet lower than has
ever been recorded since 1851, creating a land bridge to
the White Pelican rookery on Gunnison Island, making it
accessible to predators. (GSLA has joined them in trying
to prevent this.)
In John Cavitt’s study of the sharp decline in 27 species
of GSL birds, all of them were down 30% or more, due
primarily to nest predation. Using night cameras, they
identified the worst culprit: Raccoons. (Who were
imported to provide hunting for hounds.)
A recent lecture by Thomas Friedman, author of Hot, Flat,
and Crowded (absolutely required reading). He talked
about the convergence of global population increases,
petro-dictators, the global increase in a consuming middle
class, and a new “global weirding” climate era. We are
in for some major economic and planetary changes, quite
possibly irreversible. But, half the book is about what can
be done, what we can do.
Snow’s in the forecast for tomorrow. Still, I can’t help but
feel hopeful and optimistic.

-Bruce.
We’re Now on Facebook!!
Thanks to the work of Sarah Crane, (our new Facebook
Coordinator), GSLA has joined the new millennium and
is now on Facebook.
We’ve got notices of upcoming field trips, wonderful
bird photos from Deedee, and candid photos of the
most recent planting this Spring at the Jordan River
Restoration Project. If you know how to access
Facebook, just search for Great Salt Lake Audubon,
become a fan, and make comments! If you don’t know
how, believe me, your granddaughter would love to show
you how to find it.
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Great Salt Lake Audubon, www.greatsaltlakeaudubon.org
(801) 521-2939
Calendar of Events including Field Trips for MAY 2009
Beginning birders and new members are
especially welcome
We encourage carpooling on our field trips. Contribution
towards gas money is always appreciated. Be sure to call
the field trip leader to confirm that arrangements are still
as published.
Friday May 1st- Sunday May 3rd
LYTLE RANCH, WASHINGTON COUNTY
Leader: Dave Hanscom
For those who can, we’ll leave very early on Friday morning,
making a couple of stops along the way - probably the town of
Leeds, plus Oak Grove and Red Cliffs campgrounds, then at
Tonaquint Park and maybe Red Hills Golf Course in St. George
late afternoon. Those who want to camp can continue on to
Lytle Ranch on Friday afternoon. Those staying in a motel in
St. George will drive to the ranch very early on Saturday morning, stopping along the way to check for desert species. Those
staying in St. George will bird at the ranch until mid-afternoon,
then drive back to town, with a stop at Gunlock Reservoir. Up
early on Sunday morning to bird at Washington Fields and Quail
Creek Reservoir on the way home. This trip is limited to 15 people. Call Dave at 801-550-1777 or send an email to hanscom@
cs.utah.edu to register and for more information.
Monday May 4th, 7pm BIRDING UTAH CLASS
HawkWatch Office, 2240 S 900 E
Instructor: Tim Avery Cost: $5.00
May is perhaps the best month for birding in Utah. Migration
is in full swing, and most breeding species have arrived for the
year. It’s a great time to bird migrant traps and riparian areas.
May also marks the tail end of shorebird migration with a few
birds still coming through. By the end of the month most breeding species will be on territory and many already on nests. You
could see 250 species during this month with a lot of work and
some luck! Come find out what birds to be on the look out for
and where to go birding in May!
Wednesday May 6th, 8am
MOUNTAIN DELL RECREATION AREA, PARLEY’S
CANYON
Leaders: Jack Clark and Sylvia Gray
Come and join us for our monthly bird survey. May should be a
good month to see a variety of birds as the Spring migrants are
beginning to return. We’ll meet by 8am in the parking lot just
west of REI on 33rd So. and 3285 E. Call Jack (801-255-7989)
or Sylvia (801-532-3485) if you plan to attend.
Saturday May 9th – Sunday May 10th
50th ANNIV. CELEBRATION, FISH SPRINGS NWR
Field Seminars will be offered on the topics of Archeology,
Geology, Field Botany, Terrestrial Birds of Fish Springs, Aquatic
Birds of Fish Springs, and History.
For details go to http://fishsprings.fws.gov
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Thursday May 14th –Monday May 18th
GREAT SALT LAKE BIRD FESTIVAL
Field trips with expert birders to behind-the-gates locations are
offered every day. Call 801-451-3286 to make reservations.
Good field trips still available. Details available online at www.
greatsaltlakebirdfest.com. ALSO Friday afternoon May 15th and
all day Saturday May 16th, free workshops will take place at the
Davis County Special Events Center in Farmington (151 S 1100
W in Farmington) On Saturday evening Scott Weidensaul, a
well-known author and excellent speaker, will give the Keynote
Talk following the Dutch Oven dinner. Tickets are still available.
Scott’s books include: Return to Wild America, Living on the
Wind and The Ghost with Trembling Wings.
Tuesday May 19th – GSLA Monthly Meeting 7pm
WORMS!!!
Sugarhouse Garden Center
Wednesday May 27th, 7:30/8am
Farmington Bay WMA & nearby area
Leaders: Bob Huntington and Deedee O’Brien
Join us for our monthly half-day of birding. Meet inside the
McDonald’s just north of the Centerville exit #319 from I-15 at
7:30am for breakfast and camaraderie or 8am to head out. Bring
your own water and snacks. Call Deedee (801-272-8060) if you
plan to attend.
Friday May 29th, 7:30am
Canyon Walk – Pinecrest Canyon
(off Emigration)
Leader: Deedee O’Brien
This 2-3 mile hike is along an old mining railroad grade that
winds in and out of small canyons. There is no altitude gain,
but the trail is uneven and can be muddy. Bird sightings should
include Lazuli Bunting, Green-tailed Towhee, MacGillivray’s
Warblers, and Broad-tailed Hummingbirds showing off their
courtship display. Regardless of what birds are in, the views
will be spectacular and the wildflowers in bloom. Join us! Meet
at the eastern end of the parking lot at Ruth’s Diner, 4 miles up
Emigration Canyon by 7:30am . Call Deedee (801-272-8060) if
you plan to attend.
Saturday May 30th, 7:30am
JORDANELLE WETLANDS and MIDWAY
Leader: Kathy Coleman
Join us this morning for a walk along the Provo River at the Jordanelle Mitigation area near Heber. From there we will head to
Midway to search for Bobolinks. Bring water and snacks. Meet
in the parking lot just west of REI on 33rd So. and 3285 E. in
time for a 7:30am departure.
Call Kathy Coleman at (801-944-5773) with any questions.
The Pelican

Great Salt Lake Audubon, www.greatsaltlakeaudubon.org
(801) 521-2939
Calendar of Events including Field Trips for JUNE 2009
Monday June 1st, 7pm BIRDING UTAH CLASS
HawkWatch Office, 2240 S 900 E
Instructor: Tim Avery Cost: $5.00
Breeding season is here! The beginning of the month will see
the remaining songbird migrants arriving and passing through.
It’s starting to get hot in temps, so it’s a great time to head into
the mountains and enjoy birding at higher elevations while you
can. By the end of June it is possible to have seen 300 species
of bird in Utah during the year. At this point there will a lot of
picking up a bird here and a bird there. June is a great month to
go owling as well, and we will talk about an upcoming owling
trip, as well as some great places to see some of Utah’s amazing
high elevation breeding birds.
Wednesday June 3rd, 7:30am
MOUNTAIN DELL RECREATION AREA, PARLEY’S
CANYON
Leader: Jack Clark and Sylvia Gray
Come and join us for our monthly bird survey. Our summer visitors will be here so come and help us find them. We’ll meet by
7:30am in the parking lot just west of REI on 33rd So. and 3285
E. for a morning of birding. Call Jack (801-255-7989) or Sylvia
(801-532-3486) if you plan to attend.
Saturday June 6th – Sunday June 7th
27th Annual BASIN AND RANGE
(see brochure in this issue)
Saturday June 6th, 8am
BLUEBIRD NESTING BOXES
Leaders: Jeanne LeBer and Ray Smith
Please join us. We will meet at 8am in the SE corner of the Shopko Parking lot in Sugarhouse or 9:15am at the Strawberry Valley
Visitor Center. The morning will be spent checking the boxes
and recording the species using each box, and if there are eggs or
young birds. It’s very exciting – you never quite know what you
are going to find! Afterwards we will gather for lunch. Please
bring your own sandwich; GSLA will provide cold drinks. Call
Jeanne or Ray at 801-532-7384 if you have questions or to let
them know you’ll be there.
Wednesday June 10th, Call for time and meeting place
JORDAN RIVER PARKWAY (12300 South)
Leader: Pomera Fronce
There are several kinds of habitats on this stretch of the Jordan
River Parkway so what we might see is anyone’s guess! Our
walk will be on a flat, paved surface and will cover about four
miles round trip. Join us for a pleasant spring walk, won’t you?
Call Pomera Fronce (801-272-2755) for more information.
Saturday June 13th, 6am - Evening
WETLANDS OF RANDOLPH - RICH COUNTY – A Full
Day Birding Extravaganza
Leaders: Steve and Cindy Sommerfeld; Paul Higgins
MAY/JUNE

This birding adventure will likely net 100 species as we explore
the birding hotspots in the NE corner of the state. We’ll leave our
usual meeting place behind the Red Lobster in the ShopKo parking lot in Sugarhouse (1300 E and I-80) by 6AM and head north
through Ogden Canyon. We’ll bird Pineview Reservoir specifically looking for Bobolinks and Lewis’ Woodpecker, then move
on to the Monte Cristo Mountains targeting Three-toed Woodpecker and Purple Martins. The rest of the day will be in several
areas of wetlands in Rich county (including the road that leads to
Deseret Ranch) where specialties include Black Terns, Greater
Sage-Grouse, Lark Buntings, and possibly a Bittern. Bring a
lunch, water and snacks enough to hold you until a possible
6pm or later return. LIMIT: 16 (4 cars). PREREGISTRATION
REQUIRED: Call Deedee at 801-272-8060.
Wednesday June 17th 7:30 /8am
JEREMY RANCH ROAD, EAST CANYON
Leader: Kim Roush
Our annual walk along the Jeremy Ranch Road always delights
us with a variety of birds. Highlights can include catbirds nesting
in the willows, flycatchers, dippers, eagles, kingfishers, greentailed towhees, and one year a caspian tern! If nothing else, it
is a beautiful walk. We will drive to the dirt road, walk the first
section, then most likely drive further down to cover a second
section of the road. Then, all suckers for sapsuckers, flickers,
hairy and downy woodpeckers are invited afterwards to see
who is nesting on our property in Pinebrook this year. Meet by
7:30am in the parking lot just west of REI on 33rd So. and 3285
E. for carpooling OR take the Jeremy Ranch Exit off 1-80, go
left under the highway, then left at 4-way stop to the car pool
parking lot and be there by 8am. Call Kim (435-658-2076) if
you plan to attend.
Wednesday June 24th, 7am/7:30am
FARMINGTON BAY AND NEARBY AREA
Leader: Bob Huntington and Deedee O’Brien
Join us for our monthly half-day visit to Farmington Bay. Meet
inside the McDonald’s just north of the Centerville exit #319
from I-15 at 7am for breakfast and camaraderie or 7:30am to
head out. Bring your own water and snacks. Call Deedee (801272-8060) if you plan to attend.

Sunday June 28th, 7am
MORMON FLATS, PARLEY’S CANYON
Leader: Vivian Schneggenburger

This trip includes an easy hike on a nice trail following a stream
with hopefully a variety of birds. We can hike further up the
trail than to the usual stopping point of the beaver ponds if the
group is willing. Meet in the parking lot just west of REI on 33rd
So. and 3285 E. to carpool up Parley’s Canyon to Jeremy Ranch.
From there it is a 5 mile dirt road drive to the trailhead. Call
Vivian to sign up or for questions. (801-485-7342).
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UPCOMING EVENTS FOR JULY
Wednesday July 1st, 7:00am
MOUNTAIN DELL RECREATION AREA,
PARLEY’S CANYON
Leaders: Jack Clark and Sylvia Gray
Come and join us for our monthly bird survey. Last year
we saw 39 species in July. We’ll meet by 7am in the parking lot just west of REI on 33rd So. and 3285 E. for a
morning of birding. Call Jack (801-255-7989) or Sylvia
(801-532-3486) if you plan to attend.
Monday July 6th, 7pm
Birding Utah Class
HawkWatch Office, 2240 S 900 E
Instructor: Tim Avery COST:$5.00
Wednesday July 8th, after dark
Owling Field Trip
Leader: Tim Avery
Saturday July 11th from 8am to noon
BRIGHTON BIRD COUNT
Leaders: Jeanne Le Ber and Ray Smith
Please join Great Salt Lake Audubon for our annual
Brighton Bird Count. We will meet at 8:00 am at the top
of Big Cottonwood Canyon in the parking lot adjacent to
the Silver Lake Visitor Center. Birders can select one of
three birding options: 1) Silver Lake (easy walk), 2) Lake
Solitude (moderate hike), 3) Twin Lake (strenuous hike).
Novice to expert birders are welcome to participate. A potluck lunch follows at noon after a pleasant morning. Please
bring a dish to share and your own eating utensils, plate,
glass. GSLA will provide cold drinks. Please call Jeanne
LeBer or Ray Smith at (801-532-7384).

NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS:
by Heather Dove and Melanie Loucks
We welcome you and encourage you to join us at our
meetings, field trips and other events and lend your talents
and time as a volunteer on our many projects.
New NAS members :
Lori Johnson, Janice Hebert, L. A. Cortsen, Brooke Snarr,
Charles Robbins, Bryant Olsen, G. D. Smith, Susan
Douglas, Shauna Kerr, Judy Keane, Jon Watkins, Nancy
Sakahara, Robin Yarrington, Ingrid Oveson, Elizabeth
Bullenm, Celia Spark, Bram H. Lebutt,
Elora J. Larson, Lupe Duncan, Shayne Zurn, Frances
Kempton, Elizabeth Gurney
New and renewing GSLA:
Arthur & Ellen Hartz, Judy Rollins & Elizabeth Haslam,
Bebe Jensen, Sarah Crane, Nikolai Courtney, Kody Wallace, Rachel Taylor, Edie Trimmer, Pat Jividen, Kathy
Albury, Jeffrey & Susan Saffle, Margot Kadesch, Carol
Withrow, Nancy Howard, Sheila Barnett, Reatha Whiting,
Lowell Mikolash, Arne Hultquist, Nancy Sakahara, Hugh
Gillilan, Rhonda Devereaux, Doug Stark, Earle Bevins,
Rick Miller, Nathan Darnall

Have you ever wanted to learn more about Utah’s
natural world, but never quite found a comprehensive
program? If so, then the Utah Master Naturalist
Program is for you!
The UMNP is a Utah State University Extension program
that consists of three 40-hour modules- Watersheds, Deserts,
and Mountains- with at least half of the time spent in the
field learning from resource experts. The Deserts class has
already sold out, but the Watersheds class still has several
openings this spring:
Watersheds Module: Utah’s Hogle Zoo in Salt Lake City on
Fridays, 9am-5pm, May 1-29, 2009
From high alpine lakes and streams to the Great Salt Lake
and unique temporary wetlands of the arid desert, Utah has
a vast diversity of aquatic systems that interact with each
other throughout, and across, watersheds.
For more information or to register online, please visit
utahmasternaturalist.org
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Keith Johnson, Jordan River Restoration Project
Manager, oversees volunteers from the University
of Utah planting 2,500 trees and plants this Spring
with Vaughn Lovejoy of TreeUtah. For a guided
tour of the project or to volunteer, contact Keith at
801-467-6497.
The Pelican

GREAT SALT LAKE AUDUBON
2009 ELECTION BALLOT
OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 2-YEAR TERMS
OFFICERS

DIRECTORS

VOTE 1 PER OFFICE

VOTE FOR 2

NO Candidates

 PAUL LOMBARDI
 TARA POELZING
 ____________________

Paul Lombardi has experience on other boards, in particular, the South Davis Jr. High Community Council and the St.
Olaf Catholic Church Parish Council. He is eager to bring fresh ideas to the board, be an active participant in discussions,
and help form consensus on issues. As a teacher, he has experience in program development. Paul wants to use his free
time since retirement to volunteer in a meaningful way. He would like to contribute to efforts to improve or sustain Utah’s
environment and help others to appreciate the natural world.
Tara Poelzing has experience in ecological restoration, environmental education, and volunteer leadership, through
her work with the Bend-in-the-River program. She has a Master’s degree in Parks, Recreation, and Tourism, with an
emphasis in Environmental Interpretation. She is interested in habitat protection and restoration in urban areas, and
connecting the public with their urban natural areas. She is interested in being a part of GSLA’s restoration and outreach
efforts.

ballot and voting instructions
1. This ballot is for the election of Great Salt Lake Audubon Officers and Directors.
2. This ballot is to be completed by current members of Great Salt Lake Audubon.
3. Eligible members may vote by selecting from the list of names provided or write-in a name of an eligible
GSLA member as a write-in candidate.
4. For Officers, vote for one candidate per office.
5. For the Board of Directors, vote for two candidates.
6. Please mail the ballot to Great Salt Lake Audubon, PO Box 520867, Salt Lake City, UT 84152-0867.

Ballots must be received by May 18th, 2009.
Results will be announced at the May 19th general meeting.

maY/JUNE
JULY/AUGUST
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Great Salt Lake Audubon
PO Box 520867
Salt Lake City, UT 84152-0867

great salt lake audubon
(Local Membership Only)

Please enroll me as a member of GSLA, my membership fee
of $25.00 includes a 1-year subscription to The Pelican

Please clip and send your application and check to:
great salt lake audubon
p.o.box 520867
salt lake city, ut 84152-0867
Name__________________________________________

national audubon society

Please enroll me as a member of National Audubon Society.
Please send Audubon Magazine and my membership card to the
address below:
___My check for $20.00 is enclosed. (Introductory price only)
___My check for $35.00 is enclosed for membership renewal.
Please clip and send your application and check to:
national audubon society
chapter membershiip data center
p.o.box 51001
boulder, co 80322-1001

Street__________________________________________

Name__________________________________________

City __________________________________________

Street__________________________________________

State______________ZIP +4________________________

City __________________________________________

Email__________________________________________

State______________ZIP +4_______________________

Phone____________________Today’s Date____________

Email__________________________________________

If an email address is provided, look forward to receiving automated updates on classes and field trips offered by our chapter.
Great Salt Lake Audubon does not share any of your information
with other organizations

Phone____________________Today’s Date____________
w50
Local Chapter Code: 7xcha
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