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Monthly Programs Resume for Fall Season
By Jennifer Hajj

DON’T MISS THE
GRANDEST
EVENT OF THE YEAR

Thursday, September 25th,
7pm-10pm
ANNUAL GALA and SILENT
AUCTION
The Gathering Place at
Gardner Village
See insert for registration form.

SUNFLOWER SEED
SALE:
Prices for black-oil sunflower
seeds have skyrocketed with rising fuel and fertilizer costs. This
year’s price is a STEAL at $28
per 50 lb. bag! So place your
order now and you’ll not only be
getting a great price but will also
be buying local and supporting
a Utah farmer. Pre-paid orders
must be received by October 25.
See page 7 for order form.

It’s that time again! General meetings will resume in September, and
we’ve scheduled some interesting programs for you. Our mission is to protect and
enhance habitat for wild plants and animals, and to maintain healthy ecosystems
for wildlife and people. Our general meetings feature guest speakers who can give
you ideas on how you can personally embrace this mission in your day-to-day life.
GSLA programs are held at the Sugarhouse Garden Center, NE corner of
Sugarhouse Park (enter from 2100 South, just west of Highland High.) Doors open
at 6:45 pm and the program runs from 7:00 to approximately 8:00 pm. We’ll have
refreshments, it’s FREE, and everyone is invited to join! So mark your calendars!
General meetings are on the third Tuesday in every month from September through
May (excluding December). We’d love to see you at the next General Meeting!!
September 16
Raptors: Heralds of a Changing World with Speaker: Caroline Goldman
Raptors are beautiful creatures, regarded by many as symbols of strength,
fidelity, and freedom. But they are also important scientifically, informing a
branch of conservation science. Find out about what one science organization is
learning from raptors. Caroline Goldman, the Executive Director of HawkWatch
International, will speak at this program, the first of our new season! Caroline
joined HWI after spending several years in Central America working for the
Nature Conservancy’s Belize Country Program. She received her Masters of
Public Administration with a focus on Nonprofit Management and Environmental
Policy, as well as a Masters of International Relations, both in 2001, from the
Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs of Syracuse University in New
York. In 1994, she graduated from Brown University with a B.A. in American
Civilization & Race Relations.
October 21
The Nature Conservancy with Speaker: Dick Stone
The Nature Conservancy of Utah will present an update of progress in The
Great Salt Lake Shorelands Preserve and the new Kay’s Creek modification and
reestablishment of bird habitat. Other programs in Utah will also be discussed.
The speaker is Richard Stone, a Naturalist Guide at the Preserve.

Saturday, September 20th

Join GSLA to clean and repair Bluebird
boxes in Strawberry Valley with leaders:
Jeanne LeBer and Ray Smith
This Fall trip is essential for preparing
the boxes for reuse by the birds in the
Spring. See calendar for details.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Jen Hajj
GSLA President

happy autumn,
everyone!

It’s a lovely time of year, and there is so much that you
can do with Audubon. I hope you’ll take a look at the
calendar of events and find some field trips or other
activities that will inspire you.
Do you like feeding the birds? Then consider
purchasing some black-oil sunflower seeds from GSLA.
Our annual sunflower seed sale supports local growers and
conservation efforts. It will also benefit your backyard
birds, by giving them a sweet treat to eat.
Or maybe you are a bit of a party animal. The
annual gala is coming up on September 25. It will be at
the Gathering Place at Gardner Village, and is sure to be
just as much fun as it has been in the past. We know from
experience that it is a lovely venue, with good food and
lots of elbow room. I had a sneak peek at some of the
auction items, and they are pretty nice this year. There is
a little something for everyone, from tickets to sporting
events, to autographed field guides, to gear for your next
camping trip. It all supports Great Salt Lake Audubon.
Make sure you register today.
Or maybe you are the outdoor type. Our field
trips are consistently spectacular, with knowledgeable
guides and beautiful places. And of course, there are the
birds! Migration is gearing up, so you are bound to see
many types of birds as they journey south to their winter
homes.
Maybe you like to learn new things. The invited
speakers at our general meetings are very informative.
Plan to join us on the third Tuesday of each month, at the
Sugarhouse Garden Center.
Maybe you have ideas that we haven’t yet
thought of. Consider joining the board, and making a
difference for GSLA and its members. I hope you’ll digest
all that we have for you in this edition of the Pelican, and
that you are inspired to try something new with GSLA.
Your Feathered Friend,
Jen
GSLA EMAIL ACTION ALERT
Great Salt Lake Audubon is in the process of setting up
an email action alert service. This system will be used to
alert interested GSLA members to local environmental
and conservation issues and actions such as proposed
resource extraction in bird-sensitive areas, comment
periods, hearings, etc. If you are interested to receive
these alerts, please send your name and email address to
gsla@greatsaltlakeaudubon.org. Put ACTION ALERT in
the subject line.
The Pelican

Board Meeting Highlights for
July and August 2008
By Arne Hultquist, Secretary

On the conservation front the Board approved a
position letter on the proposed Great Salt Lake selenium
standard proposed by the State of Utah DWQ. GSLA’s
position is the proposed standard is not conservative
enough. GSLA will be submitting that letter to DWQ
during the current comment period. We would encourage
all GSLA members or anyone concerned with conservation
to visit our website read our letter and the other information
associated with this issue. The Board would also encourage
all GSLA members to comment on your own behalf during
the comment period.
The Board has changed the responsibilities for the
Treasurer’s position to reflect the recommendation of the
auditor and the outgoing Treasurer Kathy Waddell. The
Board appreciated Kathy’s presence and efforts during the
last two years and will miss her. The Board welcomed and
approved appointing David Shen to the Board as the new
Treasurer. Another change to our financial portfolio was to
diversify our accounts such that not all of our assets were
with one bank. This change will protect us incase of bank
failure and our assets will be covered by FDIC insurance.
The Board is energized by our new Executive
Director. He is very active and provided the Board with a
long list of items he has been pursuing the last two months.
He will be organizing the dedication of our Jordan River
project for next spring. GSLA members should consider
attending the dedication and stay tuned for more details.
The Board also approved upgrading our internet
services at the office and for our members. In the near
future our office will have information technology
appropriate for this century. The upgrade should allow
the Executive Director and others working in the office
the opportunity to perform tasks in a timely manner with
appropriate tools.
Finally the Board is looking forward to a
spectacular Gala. Great silent auction items have been
received and more are forthcoming. The gala committee
has a great speaker and some great music lined up. Please
be sure to respond positively to your Gala invitation that
accompanies this issue of your Pelican.

FYI - You can get rid of unwanted catalogs while still
receiving those you would like. Please alert anyone you
know who feels inundated with unwanted catalogs.
http:www.catalogchoice.org
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Bruce’s Blog :

Awareness and Consciousness

One of the opportunities that comes with the
privilege of occupying the GSLA Executive Director
position is the chance to express some of my insights and
thoughts in writing every couple of months.
Lately I’ve been participating in some GSLA
events (Basin & Range, Brighton Bird Count), assisting
June at our information booth at the July 24th expo at Tracy
Aviary, and visiting some of the existing and potential
preservation sites in our area (our Jordan River wildlife
habitat restoration project, Nature Conservancy’s Layton
Marsh, the Farmington Bay Nature Center, various areas
along the rest of the Jordan River). I’m heartened by how
much progress has been made just in the past decade. It is
striking to me how much influence we have, and can have,
as individuals and as an organization.
Perhaps the greatest influence we can have is in
simply making other people aware; of making humans
conscious of these birds, these sentient beings with whom
we share the available living space here in our GSLA area.
We do it of course by the examples we set, by the kind of
lives we lead and the choices we make, which are observed
by those with whom we come in contact.
But, even more proactively, we do it by our
participation in birding and conservation activities. With
us in Jean and Ray’s Brighton Count group, for example,
were people who had never been birding before. Our
enthusiasm rubbed off and they were excited, thrilled,
at being able to identify some of the birds we saw. You
remember that feeling! From now on they will forever be
conscious of the birds and wildlife they come in contact
with.
At Frank Howe’s B&R Bird Ecology field trip,
when the mother Meadowlark flew off her nest virtually
right at our feet, we felt in our gut her crucial need for
the basic necessities for survival of shelter, food and
water, and undisturbed space to live in. Recently I gave
a presentation on birds and birding and led a field trip up
at Solitude. I tried to help these outdoor recreationists
and summer condo dwellers be aware that the birds there
are conscious living individuals sharing that living space,
not just colorful entertainment or a set of identifying field
marks; and that they depend on the good graces of humans
like them for survival.
Everything you do with Great Salt Lake Audubon
helps make other people aware and conscious of birds,
and of the essential need to conserve the remaining critical
wildlife habitat spaces in our area.
-Bruce.
3

Calendar of Events including Field Trips for September/October 2008
Great Salt Lake Audubon, www.greatsaltlakeaudubon.org
Beginning birders are always welcome.

We encourage carpooling on our field trips. Contributions
towards gas money are appreciated. For round trips
less than 50 miles we suggest $5 per person and $10 per
person for round trips over 50 miles.
**PLEASE NOTE: EXPECT FIELD TRIPS
TO LEAVE ON TIME SO ARRIVE 5-10 MINUTES
EARLY TO ARRANGE CARPOOLS**

Be sure to call the field trip leader to confirm that
arrangements are still as published.
Wednesday, September 3rd, 7:30am
MOUNTAIN DELL RECREATION AREA,
PARLEY’S CANYON
Leader: Jack Clark
Come and join us for our monthly bird survey. Since we
began this survey we have seen over 100 species. We’ll
meet by 7:30am in the parking lot just west of REI on 33rd
South and 3285 East for a morning of birding. Call Jack
(255-7989) if you plan to attend.
Sunday, September 7th, 8am - 12pm
ANTELOPE ISLAND CAUSEWAY, et al.
Leader: Nathan Darnall
Join us for a morning of birding at the Antelope Island
Causeway, Antelope Island and Garr Ranch (time
permitting). Fall is a good time to see southbound migrants
staging along the causeway and often yields pleasant
surprises. Bring water, snacks. Meet Nathan at 8 am at the
Wild Bird Store in Layton (1860 North 1000 West) just off
of exit 332, for directions see (http://www.wildbirdcenter.
com/stores/lay/map). Unfortunately, FrontRunner does not
run on Sunday. Call Nathan (801-755-4480) if you plan to
attend; carpooling from SLC may be possible.
Friday/Saturday, September 12th and 13th
Utah Ornithological Society annual

conference

Weber State University, see website at
www.utahbirds/uos
Tuesday, September 16th, 7pm
GENERAL MEETING AT SUGARHOUSE GARDEN
CENTER
Raptors: Heralds of a Changing World with Speaker:
Caroline Goldman
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Wednesday, September 17th, 7pm
MIGRATING RAPTOR ID CLASS
by Jen Hajj at Sugarhouse Garden Center
Saturday, September 20th, 7:30am
Salt Lake International Center
Leader: Tim Avery
Join GSL Audubon for a morning birding the Salt Lake
International Center Migrant Trap. In less than a year,
nearly 150 species have been tallied at this location that
looks unlike any other migrant trap in the west. Large
warehouses and vacant lots, lined with cottonwoods,
Russian olives, poplars, and other decorative trees.
Hedgerows, lines of willows, and numerous patches
of thick understory, as well as several ponds, canals,
and weedy patches, help to create an oasis on the south
end of the Great Salt Lake that attracts southbound
migrants by the flock in the fall. We should be treated
to warblers, vireos, sparrows, and a handful of other
passerine migrants. Tanagers, orioles, grosbeaks, buntings,
woodpeckers, and hawks are also often found meandering
through the trees. We will cover many of the most
productive areas and give those unfamiliar with the area
a crash course in birding this extensive and somewhat
incredible urban jungle! Plan on meeting in the SE corner
of the Shopko Parking Lot in Sugarhouse at 7:30am and
birding the IC for most of the morning. Food and water
are available on site at several restaurants and a gas station.
If time permits and participants are willing we may
visit several other south shore locations for shorebirds,
waterfowl and other fall migrants. We will plan on being
back to Sugarhouse no later than 3:00pm. Call Tim
(440-3035) if you have any questions.
Saturday, September 20th, 8am
CLEAN/REPAIR BLUEBIRD BOXES
Leaders: Jeanne LeBer and Ray Smith
Meet at the SE corner of the Shopko Parking lot in
Sugarhouse by 8:00am, or at the Visitor Center in
Strawberry Valley by 9:30am. This is our Fall trip to
clean our nesting boxes in Strawberry Valley, an essential
part of preparing the boxes for reuse by the birds in the
Spring. Bring gloves and lunch. GSLA will provide drinks:
dress for possible cool weather. Call Jeanne or Ray at
801-532-7384 for details.

The Pelican

Wednesday, September 24th, ,7:30/8am
FARMINGTON BAY AND NEARBY AREA
Leaders: Bob Huntington and Deedee O’Brien
Join us for our monthly half-day visit to Farmington Bay.
Meet inside the McDonald’s just north of the Centerville
Exit #319 from I-15 at 7:30am for breakfast and
camaraderie or 8am to head out. Bring your own water and
snacks. Call Deedee (801-272-8060) if you plan to attend.

Thursday, September 25th, 7pm-10pm
ANNUAL GALA and SILENT AUCTION
The Gathering Place at Gardner Village
See website and insert for more information
Saturday, September 27th
HAWKWATCH RESEARCH SITE , GOSHUTE
MOUNTAINS
Leaders: Allene and Charles Keller
This trip is scheduled to take full advantage of the FALL
RAPTOR MIGRATION. The site is about 36 miles
south of Wendover and is approximately a 3 hour drive
from Salt Lake City. The 2 mile trail is steep with an
1800 foot elevation gain, but worth it to see dozens and
dozens of hawks flying by. For more information. visit the
Hawkwatch Website at: www.hawkwatch.org The group
size is LIMITED to 10 people so be sure to call Allene
at (801) 467-3960 for details and to sign up.
Wednesday, October 1st, 8am
MOUNTAIN DELL RECREATION AREA,
PARLEY’S CANYON
Leader: Jack Clark
Come and join us for our monthly bird survey. We’ll
meet by 8am in the parking lot just west of REI on 33rd
South and 3285 East for a morning of birding. Call Jack
(255-7989) if you plan to attend.
Wednesday, October 8th, 8am
JORDANELLE WETLANDS
Leader: Kathy Coleman
On this trip we will be checking out the fall birds as we
walk along the Provo River below the dam. Bring snacks
and water for a 1/2 day of birding. Meet in the parking lot
just west of REI on 33rd South and 3285 East in time for
an 8am departure. Call Kathy (944-5773) if you plan to
attend or with any questions.
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Saturday/Sunday, October 11th and 12th
UTAH AUDUBON COUNCIL MEETING
Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge - Brigham City
Business meeting Sunday morning, field trips later and
Saturday in Logan area
See GSLA website for complete information
Saturday, October 18th, 8am
JORDAN RIVER PARKWAY
Leader: Bob McDougall
We’ll walk part of the Jordan River Parkway for a leisurely
birding experience. Please meet by 8:00am in the SE
corner of the Shopko Parking lot in Sugarhouse. Bring
snacks and water. Hopefully the construction at 1300
East won’t interfere with our plans. Just in case, call Bob
(971-6077) to verify the meeting place.
Tuesday, October 21st, 7pm
GENERAL MEETING AT SUGARHOUSE GARDEN
CENTER

The Nature Conservancy, Local Projects
Speaker: Dick Stone

Wednesday, October 29th, 7:30/8am
FARMINGTON BAY AND NEARBY AREA
Leaders: Bob Huntington and Deedee O’Brien

Join us for our monthly half-day visit to Farmington
Bay. Meet inside the McDonald’s just north of
the Centerville Exit #319 from I-15 at 7:30am for
breakfast and camaraderie or 8am to head out.
Bring your own water and snacks. Call Deedee
(801-272-8060) if you plan to attend.
Wednesday, October 29th, 7pm
BIRDING 101, BEGINNING BIRD ID CLASS
by Bill Fenimore at the Sugarhouse Garden Center
Saturday,November 1st
SUNFLOWER SEED SALE PICKUP DATE
Wednesday, November 5th, 9am
MOUNTAIN DELL RECREATION AREA,
PARLEY’S CANYON
Leaders: Jack Clark and Sylvia Gray
We are not sure what the weather will be like, so check the
forecast and come prepared. We’ll meet by 9:00am in the
parking lot just west of the REI on 33rd South and 3285
East for a morning of birding. Call Jack (255-7989) or
Sylvia (532-3486) if you plan to attend.
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New and Renewing Members:
by Heather Dove/Melanie Louks
Local GSLA

Susan Thomas, Jan Garrett, Paul Lombardi, Bernie Sloan,
Woody Hebenstreit & Family,
Nancy Bill, Connie Holbrook, Joan DeGiorgio, Sandy
Bassett, Colleen Hayden, Carolyn Johnson, Brooke
Jennings, Doug Emerick, Dr. Barry Quinn, Jim & Susan
Ogilvie, Desiree Beaudry, Jean Henkels   

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY

Ronald Younger, Barbara Whitecar, Theresa Jckowski,
Bonnie Clayton, Joan Reid, F L. Barking, Jennifer
Wood, Lenore Goldman, David Wood, Marcia Green,
William Kelly, Jim Robertson, Wilma Potter, Edwina
Mohler, Diana Maxell, Mike Babinsky, Patrick Laveder,
Ian Hudson, Cody Hudson, Hallard Harmon, Barbara
Anderson, Richard Pick, Gail Kowalski, Randal Dixon,
Betty Whitehead, Liz Anderson, Colin Moore, Raymond
Close, Janice Brown, Marla Ramey, Terrie Atwood, Ron
Stewart, Stephen Lambert, Tamra Goodrich, Debbie
Varney, Staci Strenkert, Terry & Nancy Orme, William
Clough, Robert Carlisle, Paul Johnson, Margaret Baldwin,
Maire Rosol, Mari Draper, Jinny Yeara, Michael Lott,
Myrl Christensen, Jennifer Swift, Sonja Smith

BIRD ID CLASSES

All GSLA Bird ID classes will be held at the Sugarhouse
Garden Center at 7pm on the dates listed. The cost is $5.00
at the door. Pre-register by calling the host listed in each
description.
Wednesday, September 17, 7pm
Migrating Raptor ID with Jen Hajj of HawkWatch
This class will focus on Buteos—the soaring hawks with
broad wings and short tails that migrate through or live in
Utah. How does a scientist in the field ID a Red-tail at a
distance in the sky? What clues could help you ID a raptor
perched by the road as you drive by at 65 mph? Jen will
make learning these sometimes difficult id’s fun. Call June
at 576-0103 to pre-register.
Wednesday, October 29, 7pm
Bird Identification 101 with Bill Fenimore
Have you ever seen a bird, perhaps at your backyard feeder,
and wondered, what is that “little brown job?” It can be a
daunting task to sort out which bird is actually there. Join,
Bill, author of the Backyard Birds of Utah and learn how to
sort out who’s who of birds. Informative, with great color
photos and explanations how to figure out what bird you are
seeing. Afterward, Bill will sign books for those who would
like to purchase a guide ($10.00). Call Deedee O’Brien at
801-272-8060 to register.
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Alan Weisman at
Stegner Center
Alan Weisman will be in Salt
Lake City on September 30
as part of the Wallace Stegner
Center’s
Lecture
Series.
Weisman is the author of The
New York Times bestseller The
World Without Us. In one of
the most audacious thought
experiments of our time, Alan Weisman imagines what
might happen to the Earth if humans vanished and shows
us humanity’s true impact on the environment in a wholly
original way, and challenges each of us to re-imagine our
planet—and our place within it.
“How would the rest of nature respond if it were suddenly
relieved of the relentless pressures we heap on it?” Alan
Weisman asks. “How soon would, or could, the climate
return to where it was before we fired up all our engines?
Could nature ever obliterate all our traces?” These
questions are explored and brilliantly answered in The
World Without Us, Weisman’s provocative exploration
of how humans can lead fully engaging lives without
destroying the natural world in the process.
Hear Alan Weisman Tuesday, September 30, 2008,
at 7:00pm.
Libby Gardner Concert Hall, University of Utah
Tickets are $10 through Kingsbury Hall, 801.581.7100
or www.kingsburyhall.org
For questions, call 801.585.3440 or visit
www.law.utah.edu/stegner
Get ready for Weisman’s lecture by joining the Utah
Museum of Natural History for a community discussion
on The World Without Us on Monday, September 8, 2008,
6:30-8:30 p.m. at The Chase Mill at Tracy Aviary. For
questions visit www.umnh.utah.edu/bookclub or call
801.541.3122. You can also join the community book
conversation online at www.umnh.utah.edu/talk
UTAH AUDUBON COUNCIL MEETING
See GSLA website for more information, all members are
welcome and encouraged to attend.
Check out this interesting website to find state by state
parcels of federal land that conservationists are seeking to
protect under the NATIONAL LANDSCAPE CONSERVATION SYSTEM.
www.conservationsystem.org
The Pelican

GREAT SALT LAKE AUDUBON FUNDRAISER
BLACK OILED SUNFLOWER SEEDS

Receive one 50 pound bag for each $ 28.00 contribution
All proceeds support Great Salt Lake Audubon’s efforts to protect Utah’s
wildlife and further our conservation and education programs.

Orders must be prepaid and
received by October 25
Complete order form below, make check payable
to Great Salt Lake Audubon and mail to:
Great Salt Lake Audubon
c/o Govert L.(Sandy) Bassett
2944 E. Willow Creek Dr.
Sandy, UT 84093
Please note: Our farmer increased his price
substantially to cover higher costs of fuel and
fertilizer. Currently retail pricing for 50 lbs. of seed
is in the $40.00 range

Delivery date is Saturday, November 1 at Salt
Lake City from 10AM until 2PM, at Central
Office Park Plaza, 2880 S. Main St. We regret
not being able to continue making deliveries in
Sandy and Bountiful due to Sandy’s upcoming
move to Virginia.
If you cannot pick up your sunflower seeds on
November 1, please make arrangements with
someone else to do so as we will be unable to
temporarily store the seeds this year.
Questions? – call Sandy at 943-7473 or June
Ryburn at 576-0103

ORDER FORM: Cut here and save the top of the page for reference.
LAST NAME __________________________________________FIRST______________________
Audubon membership ____National and/or ____Local
STREET ADDRESS________________________________________________________________
CITY_______________________________________________STATE_______ZIP_____________
PHONE___________________E-MAIL ADDRESS_______________________________________
I would like _____ bags of sunflower seeds at $ 28.00 per bag.
My check in the amount of $__________, payable to Great Salt Lake Audubon, is enclosed.

Great Salt Lake Audubon is a non-profit organization
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
JULY/AUGUST
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Great Salt Lake Audubon
PO Box 520867
Salt Lake City, UT 84152-0867

great salt lake audubon
(Local Membership Only)

Please enroll me as a member of GSLA, my membership fee
of $25.00 includes a 1-year subscription to The Pelican

Please clip and send your application and check to:
great salt lake audubon
p.o.box 520867
salt lake city, ut 84152-0867
Name__________________________________________

national audubon society

Please enroll me as a member of National Audubon Society.
Please send Audubon Magazine and my membership card to the
address below:
___My check for $20.00 is enclosed. (Introductory price only)
___My check for $35.00 is enclosed for membership renewal.
Please clip and send your application and check to:
national audubon society
chapter membershiip data center
p.o.box 51001
boulder, co 80322-1001

Street__________________________________________

Name__________________________________________

City __________________________________________

Street__________________________________________

State______________ZIP +4________________________

City __________________________________________

Email__________________________________________

State______________ZIP +4_______________________

Phone____________________Today’s Date____________

Email__________________________________________

If an email address is provided, look forward to receiving automated updates on classes and field trips offered by our chapter.
Great Salt Lake Audubon does not share any of your information
with other organizations

Phone____________________Today’s Date____________
w50
Local Chapter Code: 7xcha
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