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upcoming highlights

See calendar , page 4,5 for details
Mar.12 -BP Wetlands
with Bob Huntington
Mar.12 -Shorebird ID Class
with Tim Avery
Mar.19 -Jordan River Parkway, Utah Co.
with Deedee O’Brien
Mar.22 -Rose Canyon, Oquirrh Mtns.
with Ed Leite
Apr. 9 - Sparrow ID Class
with Tim Avery
Apr. 9 -Greater Sage Grouse Lek, Henefer
with Roberta Wherritt
Apr.16 -So. Jordan River Parkway,
with Pomera France
Apr. 26 -Audubon Council of Utah retreat
Near Zion Nat’l Park check website or call Nathan when
the date approaches for details
Apr.27 -Antelope Island Causeway
with Colby Neuman
may 3 -Yellowfork Canyon, Oquirrah Mtns
with Bob Huntington.
May 15-19 - Great Salt Lake Bird Festival
Registration begins Mar.4th
Spaces for field trips fill
quickly so register early!!
For details, see the website:
www.greatsaltlakebirdfest.com

Come to the meeting to find out what this is!

general meetings coming up:

March 18, 2008
Birding, Wildlife Viewing and Sightseeing in Northern India
Sylvia Gray and Nancy Howard are excited to share experiences
from their recent trip to India. They will be showing slides of
people, places, wildlife, and especially birds from a three week
long trip where they visited the major cities of Delhi, Jaipur and
Agra, several National Parks, and the foothills of the Himalayas .
Nancy and Sylvia are longtime Audubon members.
April 15, 2008
Value of and Threats to Global Important Bird Areas(IBA’s) of the
Great Salt Lake
Wayne Martinson will help us understand the importance of
the Great Salt Lake for migratory and resident birds, as well
as current threats to the lake. Wayne is the Utah Important
Bird Areas Coordinator for National Audubon Society,
which administors the IBA program in the United States.
continued page 3
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Mission Statement: Great Salt Lake Audubon is
dedicated to protecting and enhancing habitat for
wild birds, animals and plants, and to maintaining
healthy and diverse environments for wildlife and
people throughout the state.
______
GREAT SALT LAKE AUDUBON DIRECTORY
www.greatsaltlakeaudubon.org

OFFICE
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Send correspondence to P. O. Box 520867, SLC, UT 84152-0867

OFFICERS
President, Nathan Darnall...........................................755-4480
Vice President...................................................................Open
Secretary, Arne Hultquist............................................487-8721
Treasurer, Kathy Waddell............................................523-2274

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Term Ending 2008
Christine Morris..........................................................733-6276
Jen Hajj ........................................................................ 5968716
Heather Dove..............................................................424-0010
Term Ending 2009
George Melling...........................................................277-9118
Tom Neuman...............................................................274-9595
Tiffin Brough................................................................867-2810

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Nathan Darnall,
GSLA President
Looking to the Future
Planning is important for
every facet of life and it’s
especially true for nonprofits
such as GSLA. By the time
you receive this issue of
The Pelican, the board will
have completed one round of a strategic planning
process where we examined the long-term goals of
the organization. We’ll try to tackle the challenges
and opportunities of the future, including whether
to hire staff and our role and responsibility for longterm management of the Jordan River properties.
There will be increased emphasis on
communicating with our members and the public
regarding our accomplishments and alerting you
to important conservation topics. For example,
GSLA recently joined an effort requesting the state
of Utah to revise the Mineral Leasing Plan for Great
Salt Lake. That sounds simple enough, but it will
be worthwhile for us to provide our members and
the public with a brief background of the request
and discuss why we believe it is important as well as
offer potential opportunities for you to get involved
(e.g., sending an e-mail or writing a letter).
I suspect the planning efforts will highlight
the great contributions volunteers make to GSLA
as well as the need for additional help. This
organization has been around for 95 years and isn’t
likely to go away anytime soon; however, for almost
a century we have relied on the charity of people
like yourself to provide time, talent, and treasure.
Sure, we organize and lead field trips and host
programs, but do you ever wonder if there is more?
I encourage you to find ways to get involved in your
local chapter, whether it’s joining the board, helping
a standing committee, or one-time activities like
stuffing envelopes or loading sunflower seeds into
cars. You count on us to be leaders in conservation
and in turn we’re counting on you as we continue
our planning efforts. Thank you!
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Board Meeting Highlights January and
February 2008
By Arne Hultquist, Secretary

Three subjects dominated the discussions at the last
two board meetings. First, the Board contemplated our
organization’s fulfillment of each practice in the Utah
Nonprofit Association’s (UNA) statement of ethics before
unanimously agreeing we meet the requirements of an
ethical non-profit organization. The Board also agreed to
renew the GSLA’s membership in the UNA.
The Board met February 16 at the Hawkwatch
International offices for a strategic planning session. The
Board separated GSLA’s activities into seven major areas
that Board members have teamed up to consider. We
hired a facilitator and had a meaningful and productive
afternoon.
The conservation issues associated with the Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) development plans for the
Great Salt Lake are also being monitored and discussed
by the Board. Currently we have signed on with
“Friends” in letters requesting a review of DNR’s Great
Salt Lake management plan and whether current policy
is consistent with those plans. We have also requested
the opportunity to comment on the development plans
themselves. DNR is currently stating that the public
and GSLA don’t have the right to comment on DNR’s
development plans. The issue appears to be heading
towards a legal stand-off.

The issues are not trivial and the ecological
consequences for the Great Salt Lake ecosystem are
long term. GSLA is currently looking for someone to
take the lead for our organization in these matters.
Let a Board member know if you are interested.

General Meetings continued from page 1...
Wayne is also the chairperson for the Utah State Steering
Committee for the Intermountain West Joint Venture
as well as chairperson for the Utah Population and
Environment Coalition. He previously was the Utah
Wetlands Coordinator for National Audubon starting
in 1991 and the first Policy Advocate for the Audubon
Council of Utah from the fall of 1989 through the 2004
Utah State Legislative Session.
(Note: the previous issue of the Pelican stated the
incorrect date for the April program. April 15 is the
correct date.)
march/april

White-crested Laughingthrush, from India

VOLUNTEER CORNER

Contact any board member or officer if interested
Nominations for Board members and officers
Conservation committee members/chairperson
Publicity committee members/chairperson
Volunteer coordinator
Sunflower Seed Sale program understudy

help is urgently needed!!!
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Calendar of Events including Field Trips for March/April 2008
Great Salt Lake Audubon, www.greatsaltlakeaudubon.org
Beginning birders are always welcome.
QUESTIONS? Call the office: 801-521-2939, leave a message and someone will get back to you.
We encourage carpooling on our field trips. Contributions towards gas money would be appreciated. $3 for
roundtrips of 40 miles or less, $5 for more than 40 miles.

Be sure to call the field trip leader to confirm that
arrangements are still as published.
Saturday, March 1st, 8am – all day
SNOW GOOSE FESTIVAL
Leaders: Jeanne LeBer and Ray Smith
Meet in the South-East corner of the Shopko Parking lot
in Sugarhouse by 8:00am. We will carpool to the Gunnison Bend Reservoir near Delta, about a 2 1/2 hour drive.
When they “co-operate” about 20,000 Snow Geese can be
seen on the water or in adjacent fields. The town of Delta
hosts an Art and Craft Fair with guest speakers in the Millard County Fair Building.
Call Jeanne or Ray at (801-532-7384) if you are interested.
Wednesday, March 5th, 8:30am
MOUNTAIN DELL RECREATION AREA,
PARLEY’S CANYON
Leaders: Jack Clark and Sylvia Gray
Come and join us for our monthly bird survey. Even in
winter, interesting bird can still be seen. We’ll meet by
8:30am in the parking lot just west of REI on 33rd South
and 3285 East for a morning of birding.
Call Jack (255-7989) or Sylvia (532-3485) if you plan to
attend.
Saturday, March 8th, 8am
SALT LAKE CITY CEMETERY
Leaders: Vivian Schneggenburger and
Roberta Wherritt
This trip is especially planned with BEGINNers in mind.
We will stroll the cemetery to identify all the birds that
we see. So please join us. Meet by 8am at the south-west
corner of the cemetery (4th Avenue/ “N” Street).
Call Viv (485-7342) if you plan to attend.
Wednesday, March 12th, 8am
BP WETLANDS
Leader: Bob Huntington
This is a new area for us although Bob has been survey
4

ing the wetlands for a while. These wetlands are not
generally open to the public so this is a special opportunity. We expect to see waterfowl and maybe some
early shorebirds. We’ll meet at 8am in the SE corner of
the Shopko Parking lot in Sugarhouse for a morning of
birding.
Call Bob (595-8748) if you plan to attend or for more
information.
Wednesday, March 12th, 7pm
SHOREBIRD ID with Tim Avery (rescheduled class)
If you want some help sorting out this confusing group,
here is your chance.
Cost: $5/person. Place: Sugarhouse Garden Center
Call Deedee (272-8060) to reserve your place.
Tuesday, March 18th ,7pm
GSLA MONTHLY MEETING
Sugarhouse Garden Center
Wednesday, March 19th, 8:30am
JORDAN RIVER PARKWAY IN UTAH COUNTY
Leader: Deedee O’Brien
Join us to explore a section of the Jordan River Parkway
in Utah County near Lehi. We normally see it as part
of our Jordan River CBC. It will be nice to see what bird
activity is there in March. Depending on a pre-screen
of the area, we may visit more than one section of the
parkway. Come prepared for the weather and a nice walk
on level ground. Meet in SE corner of ShopKo parking lot
at 8:30am. We’ll return by noon.
Call Deedee (272-8060) for more information.
Saturday, March 22nd, 8am – 1pm
ROSE CANYON, OQUIRRH MOUNTAINS
Leader: Ed Leite
This canyon is in the south-west corner of the SL Valley
and is an area that we don’t often explore. Ed is energetic and fun, he has a sharp eye and a keen ear so come
and learn from him. If we are lucky, we may see Juniper
Titmouse, Chukar, Turkey, Golden Eagle and Goldencrowned Kinglet plus others. Meet by 8am in SE corner
of ShopKo parking lot in Sugarhouse OR by 8:30am in the
REI parking lot at 106th South just off I-15.
Call Ed at (560-8197) for more information.
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Wednesday, March 26th, 8:30am
FARMINGTON BAY WMA & NEARBY AREA
Leaders: Bob Huntington and Deedee O’Brien
Join us for our monthly half-day of birding. Meet inside
the McDonald’s just north of the Centerville exit #319
from I-15 at 8:00am for breakfast or 8:30am to head out.
Bring your own water and snacks.
Call Deedee (272-8060) if you plan to attend.
Wednesday, April 2nd, 8:30am
MOUNTAIN DELL RECREATION AREA,
PARLEY’S CANYON
Leaders: Jack Clark and Sylvia Gray
Come and join us for our monthly bird survey. Spring is
in the air so it will be interesting to see what’s there. We
have been surveying this area for four years now and our
total count for the area stands at 128 species! We’ll meet
by 8:30am in the parking lot just west of the REI on 33rd
South and 3285 East for a morning of birding.
Call Jack (255-7989) or Sylvia (532-3485) if you plan to
attend.
Wednesday, April 9th, 5:15am
GREATER SAGE-GROUSE LEK, HENEFER
Leader: Roberta Wherritt
This is a wonderful opportunity to witness the spectacular pageantry of male Sage Grouse strutting on their
ancestral lek at dawn. You may leave afterwards or join
us for breakfast in Morgan, and continue birding in the
Henefer area.
Meet in the SE corner of ShopKo parking lot in Sugarhouse by 5:15am to receive handouts giving directions
and Lek etiquette information, and to arrange carpools.
The drive to Henefer takes about an hour.
Call Roberta (274-3058) if you plan to attend.
Wednesday, April 9th, 7pm
SPARROW ID CLASS (+ SIMILAR SPECIES)
Instructor: Tim Avery
Sparrows? Who can identify confidently all the sparrows
that venture into Utah??? Come improve your confidence
level! As before, Tim will share his photos and bird ID
expertise. Cost: $5.00/person. Class will be held at the
Sugarhouse Garden Center.
Call Sylvia (532-3486) to reserve your place.
Tuesday, April 15th.7pm
GSLA MONTHLY MEETING
Sugarhouse Garden Center
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Wednesday, April 16th, (time to be determined)
JORDAN RIVER PARKWAY at 126th SOUTH
Leader: Pomera Fronce
Beat the income tax blues by joining us for a pleasant
walk along the Jordan River Parkway. This will be a great
opportunity to look for early spring arrivals including
migrating shorebirds at the mitigation wetlands. To honor
this popular April color, we’ll be looking for our own kind
of blue - Great Blue Heron, Blue-winged Teal, Blue-gray
Gnatcatcher, Mountain Bluebird, Blue Grosbeak and Bluefooted Booby (okay, so we’re not going to find this one).
Our three mile walk on a flat, paved surface will take about
three hours.
Call Pomera at 272-2755 for meeting time and place.
Sunday, April 27th, 7:30am
ANTELOPE ISLAND CAUSEWAY
Leader: Colby Neuman
We’re hoping to find many species of shorebirds resting
and feeding along the Causeway before they continue
their migration to Alaska and the Arctic. Enjoy a morning of birding and building up your shorebird ID skills.
We’ll also venture onto the island as time allows. Meet in
the SE corner of the ShopKo parking lot in Sugarhouse at
7:30am. Bring lunch and snacks. We’ll return early to mid
afternoon. Bring your State Park pass if you have one or
prepare to share the entry fee cost/vehicle.
Call Deedee (272-8060) for more information
Wednesday, April 30th, 8am
FARMINGTON BAY AND NEARBY AREA
Leaders: Bob Huntington and Deedee O’Brien
Join us for our monthly half-day visit to Farmington Bay.
Meet inside the McDonald’s just north of the Centerville
exit #319 from I-15 at 7:30am for breakfast or 8am to head
out. Bring your own water and snacks.
Call Deedee at (272-8060) if you plan to attend.
Saturday, May 3rd, 7:30am
YELLOW FORK CANYON, OQUIRRH MOUNTAINS
Leader: Bob Huntington
At this time of year we’ll be looking especially hard for
warblers but we won’t mind seeing other birds as well.
We’ll meet by 7:30am in the SE corner of the ShopKo
parking lot in Sugarhouse OR by 8am in the REI parking
lot at 106th South just off I-15.
Call Bob (595-8748) if you plan to attend or for more

information.
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Three Ways to Join or Renew with Audubon:
by Heather Dove

1) A new membership with National Audubon
Society (NAS) $20; a renewal is $35. Benefits
include the quarterly national magazine and
automatic membership in Great Salt Lake
Audubon (GSLA). Most of your dues support
environmental campaigns at the national level.
Only $2.63 go to GSLA to fund a fraction of the
costs of conservation and education efforts.
2) A Great Salt Lake Audubon-only membership
is $25 a year; all dues support local education,
advocacy, habitat restoration, field trips,
newsletter publication, and more.
3) You can join both NAS and GSLA if you wish
to support both national and local activities.
Regardless of membership, we welcome you to
Audubon and thank you for your support.
New and renewing members of GSLA are:
Vera Currie, Deborah Goodman, Gregory Riggs, Marcia
Ripplinger, Wendy Zeigler & Jamie Longe, Kathy Dennis,
Mary Ellen Sloan, Kathy Albury, David Novak, Randy
Speers, Betty & Keith Peterson, David Jensen, Jim Brown,
Suzanne Barnes, Elaine Holt, Bonnie Fletcher, Keith &
Kathleen Wallentine, Richard Ford & Sarah George, Dan
& Carla Salemi, Dan & Sheila Barnett, Nancy Howard,
Roberta Wherritt, Ann O’Connell, Neal Anderson, Mary
Schofield, Marge Neilson, Peg & John Stanchfield, Trish
Orlando, Susan & Jeffrey Saffle, IHI Environmental, Darlea
& Bob Stack.
We hope that you will become an active member and
join us at our General Meetings, on field trips and help
out as you can on any project that interests you.

***************************

January 1st Jordan River Bird Count Results
Leaders, Jeanne Le Ber and Ray Smith

27 people, divided into 7 teams recorded 82
species and 14,912 individual birds. Last year we
had 69 species, 26,398 individual birds. We added
6 new species and now have a total of 129 species
seen since 1988 in the JR CBC 7-mile radius circle,
centered at the coordinate of I-15 and the Salt Lake
and Utah county border.
We do it again next year, reserve the date on your
calendar - Thursday, January 1, 2009!!! Don’t miss the fun
and excitement.
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Audubon Day at the Legislature???

By Bill Fenimore, Utah Audubon Policy Advocate

 	
There is a push from the Utah Division of
Wildlife Resources (DWR) to increase a revenue
stream into the agency from other sources than the
traditional hunting and fishing license sales which are
96% of the DWR budget. The new annual Watchable
Wildlife Pass ($10.00) that will be charged at such
locations like FBWMA that was passed in the 2007
session is one method.
 	
An Audubon Day at the legislative session
may be one avenue to bring attention to the need for
DWR to recognize the importance of the “Watchers.”
Imagine Audubon partnering with Conservation
Groups, like TNC, Friends of Great Salt Lake, et al.,
hosting an Audubon Day (or a Watcher Day) with
a bird walk watching event on Eagle Day 2009 (or
some such outing).
********************************

Audubon Council of Utah

The idea to have an “Audubon Day” has been well
received by members of the Council. We will discuss this
further at the Council meeting this Spring (weekend of
April 26th near Zion NP).
The four Utah chapters of Audubon meet twice a
year to discuss subjects of mutual concern and to prepare
for the upcoming legislative session. All members are
welcome and encouraged to attend.
*******************************

Alert from HEALUtah

The Utah Radiation Control Board was
the first state agency to take a stand against
EnergySolutions’ plan to import 20,000 tons of
nuclear waste from Italy. Now you must make
your voice heard, too. The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) is taking public comments on
EnergySolutions’ request to import nuclear waste
from Italy’s defunct reactors. Send a message to
the NRC that importing another country’s nuclear
waste sets a bad precedent for Utah and the U.S.
to become the world’s nuclear waste dump and
endangers our health, safety, and security. You
can email your comments through our web-form
here: http://www.healutah.org/energysolutions/
ItalianWasteComments You can also mail your
comments to:
Office of the Secretary, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission
Washington, DC 20555
Attention: Rulemaking and Adjudications
The Pelican

Federal Duck Stamps – Why Birders Should
Purchase Them Too!
by Heidi Ferguson

Although called Duck Stamps the stamps actually go to
the purchase of migratory bird habitat.
Beyond the purchase of National Wildlife Refuges,
Congress in 1958 authorize acquisition of wetlands as
WPAs. Thus began one of the most aggressive acquisition
campaigns in history; a race against drainage tile
and ditches.” Refuges now include wetlands and the
important nesting uplands as well as tall grass prairies
and even an Elk Refuge.
Since its inception the Federal Duck Stamp Program
has purchased 5.2 million acres in the refuge system,
an additional 36,000 Wildlife Production Areas (WPA’s
which average 90 acres each) and 2.5 Million acres in
easements. Ninety eight percent of all dollars raised go
directly to the purchase of habitat. Dollar for dollar this
is considered the best value for protecting habitat.
When called by its official name - The Federal Migratory
Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamps – birders will
understand its true value. Migratory Bird Stamps can be
purchased at your local post office, USPS.com and www.
Duckstamp.com. It’s the best $15 investment you can
make!

MOSQUITOFISH MONITORING AT FISH SPRING NWR
by Nathan Darnall
During 2007, eight volunteers collected data on the
location of non-native mosquitofish at Fish Springs
NWR.  Data from this citizen science project showed
that mosquitofish preferred warmer water which was
either from thermal springs or ponds that warmed over
the summer months. As the ponds warmed over the
summer, mosquitofish moved further away from the
warm springs and occupied more areas. Conversely, the
fish were seen in fewer locations during the fall as water
temperatures cooled. Information gleaned from this
effort may allow the refuge manger to identify ponds
where native fish might outcompete the non-native
mosquitofish and may also reduce workload for refuge
staff if certain fish screens (barriers to fish movement) do
not need to be cleaned. In exchange for the volunteer
efforts, we were allowed to bird areas of the refuge
generally off limits to the public. We thank Jay Banta
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Refuge for allowing us
this opportunity.
JULY/AUGUST
MARCH/APRIL

A Special Invitation to Come to Maine
Fifth Annual Down East Spring Birding
Festival, May 23-26, 2008, is now on the Registration
page at www.downeastbirdfest.org. Download the
information you need. If you want a registration
packet mailed to you, call 207-733-2201 or email
info@cobscookbay.com with your mailing address.
Participants find over 150 birds each year; our 4-year

total is 208 different birds. How many will you
find? Birding Will Be Great in 2008!
*************************

Volunteers & Friends of the Bear River
Refuge:
In our “continuing education” series, Josh
Vest, a graduate student at Utah State University
working on his PhD., will come to Bear River to speak
to us on March 26, at 10am
His project is: “Wintering Waterfowl Ecology on the
Great Salt Lake”.
You are all invited to attend! No RSVP is necessary.

************************

May 15-19, 2008
10th Annual Great Salt Lake Bird Festival
Registration begins March 4th, 9am

2008 Keynote Speaker

Bruce Thompson
and Special Guest
Photographer Rosalie Winard
See website: www.greatsaltlakebirdfest.com

Register early. Field trips are very popular
and space is limited

GreatSalt LakeAudubon thanks the
voters of Salt Lake County for their
support of the Zoo, Arts & Parks
program. One-tenth of one percent
of the Salt Lake County sales tax goes
to support local cultural, botanical, and zoological
organizations. This funding has not only stabilized
many of Salt Lake’s cultural organizations, but has
also funded the construction of new recreational
facilities, and improved walking trails. ZAP funding
helps to provide “free” days, free concerts, reduce
ticket prices for students, and provide in-school
programs for children in grades kindergarten
through twelfth grade.”
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great salt lake audubon
(Local Membership Only)
Please enroll me as a member of GSLA, my membership fee
of $25.00 includes a 1-year subscription to The Pelican

Please clip and send your application and check to:
great salt lake audubon
p.o.box 520867
salt lake city, ut 84152-0867
Name__________________________________________
Street__________________________________________
City __________________________________________
State______________ZIP +4________________________
Email__________________________________________
Phone____________________Today’s Date____________
If an email address is provided, look forward to receiving
automated updates on classes and field trips offered by our
chapter. Great Salt Lake Audubon does not share any of your
information with other organizations
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SALT LAKE CITY, UT
PERMIT NO. 2871

national audubon society
Please enroll me as a member of National Audubon Society.
Please send Audubon Magazine and my membership card to
the address below:
___My check for $20.00 is enclosed. (Introductory price only)
___My check for $35.00 is enclosed for membership renewal.
Please clip and send your application and check to:
national audubon society
chapter membershiip data center
p.o.box 51001
boulder, co 80322-1001
Name__________________________________________
Street__________________________________________
City __________________________________________
State______________ZIP +4_______________________
Email__________________________________________
Phone____________________Today’s Date____________
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