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UPCOMING EVENTS
Nov. 10th - Utah County Birding with
Lu Giddings, see calendar for details.
Nov. 24th - Fish Springs NWR for
mosquitofish monitoring with Nathan
Darnall, see page 5.
Nov. 28th - Birding Class with Tim Avery,
see calendar for details.
Jan. 25-27, 2008 - St. George Winter
Bird Festival
January 2008 - Nayarit, Mexico - San Blas
International Festival of Migratory Birds

Immature White-Crowned Sparrow, Fish Springs NWR. Photo by Nathan Darnall

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
By Pomera Fronce

****CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS*****
Cedar CBC: Dec.14 , contact Keith Day at
435-865-6100
Zion CBC: Dec.15, contact Zion NP
at 435-772-3256
H Salt Lake City CBC: Dec.15, see calendar
Ouray NWR CBC: Dec.15, see page 7
St. George CBC: Dec.26, contact Marilyn
Davis at 435-673-0996
Silver Reef CBC: Dec.27, contact Marilyn
Davis at 435-673-0996
Fish Springs NWR CBC: Dec.30, page 6
H Jordan River CBC, Salt Lake & Utah
counties: Jan 1st, see calendar.
Wasatch Audubon Christmas Bird Counts
Dec. 15- Odgen
Dec. 19- Bear River
Dec. 26- Morgan
Jan. 1- Antelope Island
Contact John Bellmon at bellmonj@comcast.net

On Christmas Day in 1900 a small group of conservationists led by scientist and writer, Frank Chapman, changed the
course of ornithological history. They posed an alternative
to the “side hunt,” a Christmas day activity in which teams
competed to see who could shoot the most birds and small
mammals. Chapman proposed to identify, count and record
all the birds they saw, founding what is now considered to be
the world’s most significant citizen-based conservation effort.
We invite birders of all skill levels to participate in
Audubon’s longest running wintertime tradition by joining us
for the annual Salt Lake City Christmas Bird Count to be held
Saturday, December 15, 2007. Not only is this a fun activity,
but it yields important data that help Audubon develop a State
of the Birds report and prioritize bird conservation activities.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Nathan Darnall,
GSLA President
It’s hard to believe 2007 is
almost over, but as we near the
end of the year, I want to wish
you a happy holiday season.
Thanksgiving is just around the
corner and it’s worth a little of
our time to remember our many
blessings and to be thankful
for what we have and what we’ve accomplished. In
2007 Great Salt Lake Audubon held its 25th annual
Basin and Range field seminar as well as its sixth
annual Gala. I’m thankful for all the volunteers who
make our programs possible and to all of the generous donors who support us financially. I very much
appreciate the support we received this year from the
Patagonia Outlet Store and IHI Environmental.
In addition, we received a $5,000 grant from the Salt
Lake County Zoo, Arts and Parks Program, and we
received almost $1,400 from National Audubon to
purchase plants and fencing material for our restoration projects, and GSLA passed its first ever
financial audit. I’m grateful for the positive relationships GSLA has with other groups such as National
Audubon Society, Friends of Great Salt Lake, and
Utah Rivers Council.
We held eight programs over the last year and offered
one or two birding field trips every week. We continue to support a number of Christmas Bird Counts, the
Great Backyard Bird Count, Fish Springs National
Wildlife Refuge, the Great Salt Lake Bird Festival,
Bluebird Box Trail and the Brighton Bird Count.
I’m grateful to all the volunteers and to the board of
directors who donate their time, talent, and treasure to
make the organization what it is.
Finally, I’d be remiss if I did not mention the Willow
Creek re-alignment. We’ve been planning this aspect
of the Jordan River Restoration Project for over four
years, and our plans of creating additional riparian
forest habitat finally became a reality this October.
There is much to be thankful for, but we cannot sit on
our laurels. Next year, there will be additional opThe Pelican

portunities for the organization and for you to become
involved. We’ll be looking for new board members, additional volunteers, more tree planters, a
webmaster and others, so please consider giving us
a hand. Thank you, Nathan.
SIXTH ANNUAL GALA: A SUCCESS
Great Salt Lake Audubon’s sixth annual gala was a
huge success. The event raised awareness about bird
use of the Great Salt Lake and about the Linking
Partners Program and also raised substantial funds for
GSLA’s programs. We appreciate and thank all who
attended the event and for the tremendous support.
A big Thank You is given to Don Paul, Great Basin
Bird Conservation Region Coordinator of the Intermountain West Joint Venture, who was our featured
guest speaker. Don’s knowledge of Great Salt Lake
and its birdlife is outstanding and his passion for the
resource and the Linking Partners Program is contagious. We thank the volunteers who helped make the
event a success: Amy Watson, Desiree Beaudry, June
Ryburn, Melanie Loucks, Ann Neville, Edith Barker,
Jeanne Le Ber and Ray Smith.
During the event, we thanked our volunteers who
regularly provide their time, efforts and resource
throughout the year and included: Nancy Sakahara,
Heather Dove, June Ryburn, Keith Johnson, Sylvia
Gray, Deedee O’Brien, Ray Smith, Jeanne Le Ber,
Sandy Bassett, Sandra Bray, Kathy Coleman, Vivian Schneggenburger, and Pomera Fronce. We really
appreciate our volunteers and we realize that we can’t
say “thank you” enough.
We also recognized Jeanne Le Ber and Ray Smith as
our Volunteers of the Year. Jeanne and Ray have been
stalwart volunteers for many years. Every year they
organize and facilitate the annual Brighton Bird Count
and the semi-annual Strawberry Reservoir Bluebird
Nest Box Trail. They have also helped out with many
other events such as booths, sunflower seed delivery,
Snow Goose Festival, and much more. Congratulations Ray and Jeanne!
THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
Our annual gala included a silent auction and we had
many fantastic items donated by both individuals and
businesses. We greatly appreciate the support we
received and we would like to thank the following
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER

Jeanne Le Ber & Ray Smith 2007 Volunteers of the Year at the
sunflower seed sale.

donors for their tremendous generosity:
A Gift of Touch, Ann Neville and Kennecott Utah
Copper, Backyard Birds, Carol and Bill Redeker,
Cucina, Cyberflora, Debbie Goodman, Deedee
O’Brien, Dirty Johnsons Dog Wash, Dr. John Cavitt,
Dragonfly Creations, Flow Yoga, Great Salt Lake
Photos LLC, Heather Trecker, IHI Environmental,
Jen Hajj, Joan’s Jasmine Jive, Kathy Waddell, Louise Hollander, Mountain States Home Automation,
Nathan Darnall, Pamela Carson, Pat Kelly, Bill Gray,
Patagonia Outlet in SLC, Russ’ Alignment, Sandra
Bray, The Dog’s Meow, Wild Bird Center - Layton,
Wild Bird Center - Salt Lake City, Tim Avery, Utah
Grizzlies, Wildlife Reflections Photography, Wildlife
SOS, and Yuppie Puppie
THE AUDUBON COUNCIL of UTAH
VISITS the UINTA BASIN
Twice a year, the four Utah Audubon chapters get together to discuss conservation issues, share ideas and
experiences, and make preparations for the upcoming
legislative session. Great Salt Lake Audubon hosted
the 2007 retreat in the Uinta Basin, which is the first
time the Council has met in Vernal.
The group birded Dinosaur National Monument,
Pelican Lake, and Ouray National Wildlife Refuge
and reached a weekend list of 59 species, including
tundra swan, sandhill crane and Eurasian-collared
dove. We counted over 8,300 birds (mostly American
coots) on Pelican Lake which will qualify this site as
an Important Bird Area.
The colors and scenery were spectacular, especially at the Monument. Participants also visited the Utah
continue on page 6
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Calendar of Events including Field Trips for November/December 2007
Great Salt Lake Audubon, www.greatsaltlakeaudubon.org
Beginning birders and new members are especially
welcome. We encourage carpooling on our field trips.
Contributions towards gas money are appreciated. For
local trips, under 40 miles round trip, we suggest $3
per person and for round trips over 40 miles we suggest $5 per person.
Be sure to call the field trip leader to confirm that arrangements are still as published. Expect field trips to
leave on time so arrive 5-10 minutes early to arrange
carpools.
Wednesday, November 7th, 9:00AM
MOUNTAIN DELL RECREATION AREA,
PARLEY’S CANYON
Leader: Jack Clark
We are not sure what the weather will be like, so
check the forecast and come prepared. We’ll meet by
9:00AM in the parking lot just west of the REI on
33rd South and 3285 East for a morning of birding.
Please note this is a new meeting place. Call Jack
(255-7989) if you plan to attend.
Saturday, November 10th, 7:15AM or 8AM
BIRDING IN UTAH COUNTY
Leader: Lu Giddings
We’ll meet in SE corner of Shopko parking lot in
Sugarhouse by 7:15AM or in the IHOP parking lot
on University Parkway, immediately south of UVSC
by 8AM. Travel south on I-15, exit east at Exit #269
(University Parkway) and the IHOP is almost immediately visible on the south side of the road. This
is a special opportunity to bird with one of Utah
County’s premier birders. Deedee (272-8060) will
be the contact person so call her for more information
or if you plan to attend.
Saturday, November 17th, 8:30AM to 1PM
TREE PLANTING at the CONSERVATION
EASEMENT
Leader: Nathan Darnall
The Legacy Nature Preserve has acquired a Stinger
used for pole plantings and is generously donating the
use of the Stinger as well as fifty poles of Fremont
4

Cottonwood and Peachleaf Willow. Previously, we
have planted seedlings at the site, but this is the first
time we will attempt to plant larger material. The
actual planting should only take an hour (or two at
most), but we need volunteers to help us fence the
plants, and depending on number of volunteers
may undertake other tasks as well. The weather
may be cool, so dress accordingly. Boots, gloves,
hat, sunscreen, long-sleeve shirt, water and snacks are
all highly recommended. GSLA will provide leather
gloves, but feel free to bring your own. Meet at 8:30
a.m. at the Sandy REI parking lot. Call Nathan at
755-4480 if you plan to attend.
Sunday, November 18th, 7:30AM to 2PM
WINTER RESERVOIR BIRDING
Leader: John Middleton
The cold weather season is a good time to see interesting birds on or around Utah reservoirs. We’ll
check out East Canyon, Echo, and perhaps Rockport
(depending upon how birdy each is and time spent).
We’ll be looking for 3 species of mergansers, loons,
and scoters among other more usual Utah species.
Bring lunch, water, and dress for the weather.
Meet in SE corner of Shopko parking lot in Sugar
house by 7:30AM. Call John at 322-2171 if you plan
to attend.
Tuesday, November 20th, 7PM
GSLA monthly meeting - HEAL UTAH
Sugarhouse Garden Center
HEAL has long worked on nuclear and waste issues
in Utah. Come hear more about their efforts.
Saturday, November 24th, 7:00AM to 6PM
MOSQUITOFISH MONITORING at FISH
SPRINGS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
Leader: Nathan Darnall
This is a full day of birding and volunteering at the
refuge where we will be looking for fish in various
canals and ponds on the refuge. This project benefits
the refuge and gives GSLA a chance to see parts of
the refuge usually off limits to the general public.
Winter birding at the refuge is generally very good.
The Pelican

Meet at 7:00 AM at the Shopko parking lot or 7:30
AM at the McDonalds at Lakepoint (exit 99). Very
important: call Nathan Darnall at 755-4480 if you
plan to attend.
Wednesday, November 28th, 8AM/8:30AM
FARMINGTON BAY AND NEARBY AREA
(See October write-up!)
Leaders: Bob Huntington and Deedee O’Brien
Meet at 8:00AM for breakfast at the McDonalds in
Centerville (exit 319 from I-15) or by 8:30AM to carpool. Call Deedee (272-8060) if you plan to attend.
Wednesday, November 28th, 7PM-9:00PM
Birding Class Series with Tim Avery
Sugarhouse Garden Center. Tim is graciously offering a series of bird ID classes this winter/spring. He’s
volunteering his time and expertise, but we do need to
cover costs of possible handouts and renting the Garden Center, so will charge $5/person/class. Contact
Deedee O’Brien at 272-8060 to reserve your space.
Classes are being set up for a Wednesday evenings in Jan, Feb, and Mar, but we’ll begin on Nov. 28
with a Basic Bird ID Primer. Tim will use his photos
to illustrate several basic ID problems and species
of interest that will be arriving in Utah at that time.
Think scoters, scaup, what common winter gulls will
be arriving and how to tell they’re not California’s
or Ring-bills, and, if time, a quick overview of winter passerines (sparrow, buntings....). There will be
plenty of time for questions.
Look for future ID classes on Gulls, Waterfowl,
Shorebirds, LBJ’s (Little Brown Jobs) if there is
enough interest. THANK YOU, TIM!
Saturday, December 1st, 9AM
Practice for the Christmas Bird Count!!!
SALT LAKE CITY CEMETERY
Leaders: Vivian Schneggenburger and Roberta Wherritt
This trip is especially planned with BEGINNING
BIRDERS in mind and to encourage anyone possibly
interested in the CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT. We
will stroll the cemetery counting and identifying all
the birds that we see, just like on the CBC. So please
join us. Meet by 9AM at the south-west corner of the
cemetery (4th Avenue/ N Street). Call Viv (474-2559)
if you plan to attend.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER

Wednesday, December 5th, 9:00AM
MOUNTAIN DELL RECREATION AREA,
PARLEY’S CANYON
Leaders: Jack Clark and Sylvia Gray
Check the weather forecast and come prepared. Most
likely we’ll be walking a more restricted area. We’ll
meet by 9:00AM in the parking lot just west of the REI
on 33rd South and 3285 East for a morning of birding.
Please note this is a new meeting place. Call Jack (2557989) or Sylvia (532-3486) if you plan to attend.
Saturday, December 15th
SALT LAKE CITY CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
Leader: Pomera Fronce
Our rallying cry this year is 10-10-100. This means
10 more participants in the count over last year’s
number of 71; 10 more participants at the social over
last year’s number of 42 and 100 count species, up
from 93 in 2006.
The potluck social will be held again at the
beautiful Chase Mill inside Tracy Aviary at Liberty
Park. Join us for delicious food, great company, team
reports and count tally, door prizes and maybe even a
few surprises!
Contact Pomera Fronce at 272-2755 or pinkstring@xmission.com if you want to participate or to
obtain further information. Novice birders welcome!
Friday, December 28th, 9AM
FARMINGTON BAY AND NEARBY AREA
Leaders: Bob Huntington and Deedee O’Brien
Meet at 8:30AM for breakfast at the McDonalds in
Centerville (exit 319 from I-15) or by 9AM to carpool. Please note that this is a Friday. Call Deedee
(272-8060) if you plan to attend.
Tuesday, January 1st, 7:00AM
JORDAN RIVER CHRISTMAS BIRD
COUNT, SALT LAKE & UTAH COUNTIES
Leaders: Jeanne Le Ber and Ray Smith
Meet at 7AM at Johanna’s Kitchen, 9725 South State
Street, Sandy (801-566-1762). Assignments will be
distributed and groups will start birding at 8AM. To
sign up, or for more information, call Jeanne or Ray
at 801-532-7384, evenings.
Wednesday, January 9th, 9:00AM
MOUNTAIN DELL RECREATION AREA,
PARLEY’S CANYON
Leaders: Jack Clark and Sylvia Gray
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AUDUBON COUNCIL continued from pg. 3
Field House of Natural History State Park Museum
which is a wonderful facility with lots of fossils and
life size replicas of dinosaurs. Linda West, who was
a park naturalist at Dinosaur National Monument and
Capitol Reef National Park and is an accomplished
photographer, artist, editor, and writer, presented a
slide show of the birds and wildlife of the Basin. We
appreciate Linda’s willingness to share her photos and
knowledge with us and to lead the group on a birding
field trip or two!
At the business meeting, the Council approved a
budget, approved a contract for the Policy Advocate,
and approved two projects for collaborative funding.
The next retreat will be hosted by Red Cliffs
Audubon in the spring and will likely be in southern
Utah. The birding and weather should be good and
we encourage you to attend.

Group photo: Lynn, Linda, Dick and Wayne

The Fish Springs CBC, Sunday Dec. 30.
After last year’s record counter turnout of 17, we
have even bigger plans this year. For those who
want to come the night before or stay the night of,
we have a brand new Refuge bunkhouse capable of
hosting 16! Come and stay in Chez Jay and count
with us! We were, sadly enough, beaten fairly by
Ouray NWR in our friendly competion last year
and I have charged my count Captains with redeeming the Refuge’s honor or risk having me put
a big shot of habanero sauce in their chili after the
count! Count will start ~ 9 AM or so (unless Terry
Sadler gets ambitious and goes owling again, he
did get a barn owl last year...) and will continue
until dusk. We will then retire to the bunkhouse
for a giant pot of Jay’s famous chili, a prodigious
6

Dinosaur National Monument, Lynn Carroll

Membership
by Heather Dove and Vivian Schneggenburger
Thanks to all who have recently joined GSLA.
We hope that you will become an active member
and join us at our General Meetings and on our
field trips. Pelican has all of the details. We look
forward to meeting you.
New members joining, renewing or transferring through National Audubon:
Lazon Allen, Keith And & Barbara Hall, C.S.
Armstrong, Linda Bergstrom, Jessica Cohen,
Howard Cook, Anne Duffin, Mary Evans, Margo
Fenton, Luen Flammer, Alan Fogel, Dora Harrington, Cathleen M. Hatch, Emmett M. Hayes,
Herb Hunt, Richard Ingebetsen, Patricia Krause,
Grace L. Lehmer, Luzie Loring Donald Page, D.
Pederson, Donald M. Queal, Kendy Radasky,
Rose Roszell, Simon Seikaly, Terry Smith, W.F.
Snyder, Michelle N. Soper, Virginia Stocking,
Nathan Vorwaller, Lorraine Wilkinson, J. Wm.
Wiscombe, Joan B. Young, & Candy Zaffis.
New and renewing local members of GSLA:
Gary Cobabe, Andrew James, Jeff Bilsky, Nancy
Keate, Marian McFarlin, Carol Withrow, Mary
Youngkin, Bob Huntington, Lillian Bob TomOrme, Mr. & Mrs. John Henkels, David Harter,
Barbara Kitchens, Tod and Mary Young

passle of garlic bread, and usually a lot of liquid
libation. Come join the fun at Utah’s most famous
migrant trap! For more information, call Jay (he
is usually at his desk nowadays) at 435-831-5353
or shoot an email to jay_banta@fws.gov.
The Pelican

PROJECT FEEDERWATCH
Want a fun birding project for the winter? Identify
and count the birds that come to your feeders, water,
or plantings over a two day period every 10 days or so
and submit your data to the Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s Project FeederWatch. Check the website www.
birds.cornell.edu/pfw/ to learn more, sign up, or just
check out the maps and data they’ve compiled over
the years. ONLY 29 UTAHNS SUBMITTED DATA
LAST YEAR! Let’s do better! Call Deedee O’Brien
for more info. 272-8060
Being a FeederWatcher is easy and fun, and at the
same time helps generate the world’s largest database
on feeder-bird populations, says project leader David
Bonter. Since its start in 1987, nearly 40,000 people
have submitted observations, adding up to well over
1.5 million checklists.
The 21st season of Project FeederWatch gets underway November 10 and runs through April 4. All ages
and skill levels are welcome. To learn more about
Project FeederWatch or to register, visit www.birds.
cornell.edu/pfw or call the Lab toll-free at (800) 8432473. In return for the $15 fee ($12 for Lab members)
participants receive the FeederWatcher’s Handbook,
an identification poster of the most common feeder
birds in their area, a calendar, complete instructions,
and the FeederWatch annual report, Winter Bird
Highlights.
Ouray National Wildlife Refuge Christmas Bird
Count, Saturday, December 15
Meet at the Refuge Office at 7:30 AM. Our challenge
with Fish Springs will continue. Last year we managed to win with 47 species to Fish Springs 45 species. And Ouray only had 9 participants! Some space
may be available at the bunkhouse. For more information contact Diane Penttila, Ouray NWR Refuge
Biologist at (435)545-2522 x 12 or diane_penttila@
fws.gov.
Any young birders (ages 8-12) out there interested in forming your own birding group? GSLA
is willing to help you organize and could set up
regular field trips for you. Call Deedee at 801272-8060.
JULY/AUGUST
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER

2007 September and October Board
Meeting Highlights
By Arne Hultquist
The last two Board meetings have been the most encouraging meetings I have attended. GSLA realized
several positive results for the Board and Volunteer efforts during the last two months. Efforts in Finances,
Restoration and Conservation all bore fruit.
Financially, the Gala was a big success (not to
mention we all had a pleasurable experience). The
grant request for ZAP funding was also awarded. The
Board agreed to spend a little bit of the money to purchase a new computer and software that should provide you with a better Pelican. Our Treasurer, Kathy
Waddell, also completed GSLA’s 990 (our taxes).
The restoration project to realign Willow Creek
finally began in the last two weeks. You need to visit
the site to see the progress and extent of this effort.
It has been almost four years in planning. Keith and
other people associated with the project and all the
Board members are excited to see the work begin.
On the conservation front, the Board is officially supporting National and Colorado Audubon’s petition
to list the Gunnison Sage Grouse as an endangered
species.
The GSLA board is actively monitoring the appeal
by “Friends” of the GSL Minerals lease proposal.
DNR is currently not responding to the issues addressed in the appeal. Currently they are questioning “Friends” standing in the process. The Board is
somewhat surprised the public would not have standing on the disposition of public property. It will be interesting to see what transpires in the next two months
for the GSLA and “Friends”.
********ATTENTION********
SUNFLOWER SEEDS STILL AVAILABLE
50 lb. bags for $22
Contact: Sandy Bassett @ 943-7473 or 243-6062
or June Ryburn @ 576-0103

GSLA SALE’S TABLE

Lots of interesting used general nature and bird
books and knick-knacks have been donated to GSLA
Sale’s Table. Come to the November meeting and
check it out!
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